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The Gladbrook-Reinbeck High School football team poses for a team photo following its state championship game victory over Bishop Garrigan.

CONGRATULATIONS
ON WINNING THE CHAMPIONSHIP

REBELS!

Coach John Olson celebrates with his team following GladbrookReinbeck’s 20-19 victory over Bishop Garrigan in the Class A state Seniors Thomas Musig (No. 54) and Matt Roeding (No. 5) hold back teammates as they wait
for the chance to rush out and grab the Class A State Football Championship trophy.
championship game at the UNI-Dome last Thursday.
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2016 Gladbrook-Reinbeck Football: The Road to the Championship
By JAKE RYDER
The Grundy Register

REBELS 7, GRUNDY CENTER
6: After three scoreless quarters,
the Battle for the Bell ultimately
came down to Erik Knaack’s block
of a Grundy Center extra-point attempt, giving the Rebels the winning margin once Gage Murty
scored on a 40-yard touchdown
pass from Hunter Lott.
Parker Bown rushed 15 times for
113 yards to lead the Rebels’ rushing attack. In addition to throwing
the game-winning touchdown pass,
Lott contributed defensively with a
team-high 10 total tackles.
REBELS 17, DIKE-NEW HARTFORD 14: The Rebels built a 17-0
lead and were able to fend off a Wolverines rally to secure a victory at
Dike-New Hartford High School.
Hunter Lott and Walker Thede
each pitched passing touchdowns
for G-R, with both going to Erik
Knaack, who had a very efficient
receiving night with three catches for 113 yards and two scores.
Thede would add a 35-yard field
goal in the fourth quarter.
The Wolverines answered with 14
points off Rebels turnovers and got
the ball back for a potential gamewinner, but G-R’s defense came
through in the clutch by halting a
Wolverines team that would go on
to be a 2A state semifinalist.
REBELS 42, NORTH TAMA
0: G-R took care of business in this
district opener in Traer, forcing four
turnovers and scoring its 42 points
on just 264 yards of total offense.
Hunter Lott completed all three
of his passes for a total of 99 yards,
including a 73-yard touchdown

P
e
d
i
Gladbrook-Reinbeck thunders out of the UNI-Dome tunnel before the kickoff of last Thursday’s Class A championship game.
pass to Seth Gretillat. Parker Bown
powered the Rebel running game
with eight carries for 27 yards and
two touchdowns, with G-R adding scores from Josh Peterson and
Walker Thede on the ground, the
latter of whom also returned a
punt 56 yards for a score.
Mason Skovgard and Bown each
had two solo tackles for loss, with
interceptions from Erik Knaack and
Matt Roeding and fumble recoveries
by Hunter Lott and Alex Tscherter.
REBELS 55, GMG 0: G-R kept
the ball rolling against the Wolverines from Garwin, winning their
district home opener.
Parker Bown ran for three
touchdowns and Hunter Lott,
Gage Murty and Josh Peterson all
ran in a touchdown of their own.
Murty added a 27-yard haul to
the end zone from Lott. Walker
Thede returned a punt 65 yards
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for another touchdown.
The Rebels were sound again
defensively, forcing five turnovers
and limiting GMG to 172 total
yards of offense. Thomas Mussig
had a team-leading 5.5 tackles.
REBELS 42, BGM 14: The Bears
felt the full strength of G-R’s offensive firepower in this rout in
Brooklyn, with the Rebels racking
up 455 yards of total offense.
Hunter Lott was 7-of-10 for 246
yards and a pair of touchdowns
under center and added a rushing
touchdown with 74 total yards on
the ground. Parker Bown scored
twice on 17 carries for 44 yards
and Josh Peterson added a 33yard touchdown run.
The G-R defense had eight players record one solo tackle for loss
and was led by Thomas Mussig’s
seven total tackles.
REBELS 63, GRAND VIEW
CHRISTIAN 7: G-R defenders
picked off Golden Eagles quarterback Josh Davidson four times
to give the Rebels ample opportunity to find the end zone.
Josh Peterson scored two touchdowns for G-R on the ground, as
well as Parker Bown, Hunter Lott
and Gage Murty. Matt Roeding
and Walker Thede each hauled in
long touchdown passes from Lott,
and Thede and Erik Knaack each
added punt return touchdowns to
really stretch G-R’s lead.

Congratulations

Walker Thede cuts between defenders in the third quarter
of the state championship game.
On a night where many Rebels
saw playing time defensively, senior
Jacob Walters wrangled Davidson
for two quarterback sacks as one of
the team’s defensive leaders.
REBELS 43, HUDSON 5:
Walker Thede continued to prove
he was an all-around threat with
four of G-R’s six touchdowns.
Thede rushed 11 times for 53
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yards and two touchdowns, had
three catches for 92 yards, including a 63-yard touchdown reception, and returned a kickoff 90
yards for a touchdown.
Hunter Lott completed 12 of
17 passes for 286 yards and three
touchdowns, with Erik Knaack
Continued on page 3
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We are proud of your CHAMPIONSHIP Win!

Great job Rebels!
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Parker Bown and Jed Peterson celebrate Bown’s second-quarter touchdown that brought the Rebels back
into the game after trailing 13-0 early.

Continued from page 2
and Matt Roeding scoring on Lott’s
other two touchdown passes.
REBELS 20, BELLE PLAINE
6:
d G-R locked down the Class A
District 5 championship with
this win in Belle Plaine, pow0ered by two fumble returns for
touchdowns by Erik Knaack.
After a scoreless first half with the
Plainsmen, Knaack scored on 65yard and 75-yard recoveries, and a
Josh Peterson 83-yard touchdown
run provided plenty of breathing
room for the Rebels defense that
forced six total turnovers.
Hunter Lott had two fumble
recoveries as well and Walker
Thede added another. Matt Roeding also hauled in an interception
for G-R.
REBELS 73, COLFAX-MINGO 0: G-R cruised into the postseason in a game that was 35-0
Rebels by the second quarter, and
G-R put points on the board in

Freshman Aiden Wyatt (No. 19) encourages Gladbrook-Reinbeck fans to make noise as he and Gage Murty (No. 33)
carry the state championship trophy off the field.

myriad different ways.
Erik Knaack led the way with
three total touchdowns – reception, interception return and punt
return – and Cael Wyatt added a
pick-6, Walker Thede also returned a punt for a score.
In more traditional means,
Parker Bown rumbled to 88 yards
on 8 carries and two scores and
Josh Peterson chipped in a rushing touchdown of his own. Gage
Murty and Thede hauled in the
other two touchdown passes from
Hunter Lott, completing four of
five passes for 142 yards.
REBELS 13, LYNNVILLESULLY 6: After allowing a Hawks
touchdown on the first possession
of the postseason, G-R found its
groove defensively and the Rebels
offense caught up to keep G-R’s
season alive and knock out No. 10
Lynnville-Sully.
Erik Knaack scored on a 72yard touchdown pass in the second quarter and Parker Bown
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scored in the third quarter on a
26-yard touchdown run.
Matt Roeding snagged a key interception in the end zone on the
drive after Bown’s touchdown
while Thomas Mussig led the Rebels’ tackling corps with nine total
tackles, including one for loss.
REBELS 35, MONTEZUMA
0: G-R punched its ticket to return to the UNI-Dome when the
Rebels broke open a scoreless tie
with 21 second-quarter points
on touchdown runs from Parker
Bown of 40 and 18 yards and a
43-yard touchdown reception
from Hunter Lott. Lott added an
eight-yard touchdown run and
an 18-yard touchdown pass to
Erik Knaack.
More importantly, G-R shut
down Montezuma, holding them
to just 110 total yards of offense in
this state quarterfinal matchup.
The Rebels gang-tackled well, and
Thomas Mussig led the way with
5.5 tackles with Jacob Walters
and Mason Skovgard each adding
four tackles.
REBELS 28, SAINT ANSGAR
14: In a huge clash between the
top two teams in Class A, G-R
fired first with 14 first-quarter
points on two five-yard touchdown runs by Hunter Lott.
St. Ansgar closed it to a onescore game by halftime on a late
touchdown run and tied the
game with seven minutes left in
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Todd Rickert celebrates Gladbook-Reinbeck’s state
championship with senior receiver Erik Knaack.

the third quarter on Parker Hendrickson’s 7-yard run.
The Rebels were ready to respond,
scoring on their next two possessions to make it a two-score game
with touchdown runs from Parker
Bown and Gage Murty. When St.
Ansgar threatened to make it a
one-score game again with about
two minutes left in the game, Alex
Tscherter came up with a victorysealing interception.
G-R overcame three turnovers,
including two Lott interceptions, in the victory. Erik Knaack
stepped up with seven total tackles to lead the Rebels defense.
REBELS 20, BISHOP GARRIGAN 19: It took two rallies for
Gladbrook-Reinbeck to secure its
second-consecutive Class A title.
The Bears went up 13-0 and when
the Rebels responded with backto-back touchdown runs from
Parker Bown and Hunter Lott
right before halftime, Garrigan
scored with just under 10 minutes

remaining in the fourth quarter,
to retake the lead. It was the first
time a team had scored more than
14 points all season against G-R.
But a fourth-down touchdown pass from Lott to Matt Johannsen, the receiver’s first career
touchdown, with 6:29 left in the
game created the winning margin for the Rebels, who were able
to flex their defensive muscle on
the ensuing drive by holding off
the Bears on a 4th-and-2 play at
midfield and then killed the clock
with two first downs to seal the
championship.
Thomas Mussig and Jacob Waters had 11 and 10 tackles, respectively, for the Rebels’ defense, and
each also had a tackle for loss. Mason Skovgard recovered a fumble
that led to Lott’s second-quarter
touchdown and Walker Thede intercepted a long halfback pass by
the Bears just before halftime to
keep the halftime margin at 14-13
in favor of G-R.

Congratulations!

On a job well done!
Rebels of
Gladbrook-Reinbeck!

Farmers Feed & Supply

405 Grundy Avenue,
Reinbeck, IA 50669
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Lott lives the dream as football title game MVP
By JAKE RYDER
The Grundy Register
CEDAR FALLS — Children obsessed with sports dream of hitting the World Series grand slam,
sinking the impossible March
Madness buzzer beater, or throwing that Super Bowl-winning pass.
Last Thursday was Hunter Lott’s
Super Bowl, and the Gladbrook-Reinbeck junior quarterback still feels
like he lived a childhood dream inside Cedar Falls’ UNI-Dome.
Lott scored two touchdowns —
one on the ground, one through the
air — in a 20-19 win for GladbrookReinbeck in last Thursday’s Class A
Iowa football championship against
Bishop Garrigan of Algona. Lott was
named the game’s most valuable
player, with 139 passing yards and
38 rushing yards to go with his two
trips to the end zone.
The passing touchdown, a wellplaced, 24-yard pitch into the
hands of Matt Johannsen, who
scored his first career touchdown,
was the eventual game-winner in
a hard-nosed final chapter to the
Rebels’ perfect 13-0 season and a
second consecutive Class A title.
It was still sinking in for Lott as
he spoke about his team’s victory on
Thursday night.
“That’s gotta probably be No. 1,”
Lott said of great moments in this
season. “As a kid, you dream about

Hunter Lott
making a comeback in the state
championship game. I guess we did
that, and that felt pretty awesome.”
This wasn’t Lott’s first season
under the lights in the UNI-Dome.
He’s been contributing since he
was a freshman, with some playing
time as a receiver before switching
to a more defensive role as a sophomore, where he was fifth on the
team with 44 total tackles.
But this season marked his first
snaps as a varsity quarterback,
needing to fill shoes left behind
by Jake Schuman’s graduation following the 2015 season.
“I worked a lot in the offseason
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lifting weights, worked a lot with
Jake Schuman and he helped me
develop,” Lott said. “The coaches
helped me get more comfortable
in the system, to trust my arm
and just look forward to being the
QB and leading this team.”
Lott did not do it without the
full support of the Rebels – he
was voted team captain before the
start of the season.
“They know what this guy’s work
ethic is like,” Gladbrook-Reinbeck
coach John Olson said. “They know
how he is, surrounding himself with
good people, making good choices
in the offseason, being a heck of a
good guy to be around.”
Olson reminisced about a practice
where Lott asserted some of his leadership qualities.
“There were a couple of times in
practice where he’s gotten on Walker
Thede, who I know is one of his best
friends, for not running his route
hard,” Olson said. “Walker comes
back and says something to him and
Hunter says, ‘I don’t care. You gotta
get it done.’
“It’s like, ‘You’re my best buddy,
we’ll play Playstation later, but
right now you didn’t do it right.
So let’s get it done.’”
Gladbrook-Reinbeck had a brutal non-district schedule, starting
the season at home against Grundy
Center and on the road at DikeNew Hartford, but Lott said winning those two games, and particularly beating a 2A state semifinalist
in the Wolverines on the road, provided a big step toward getting Lott
off on the right foot.
Lott was 6-for-12 for 89 yards
and a touchdown and gained 41

rushing yards as the Rebels beat
D-NH 17-14.
“It meant a lot to me to beat them
and I think that let me settle down a
bit,” Lott said.
By the time Lott took the field
for Thursday’s state title game, he
not only had a championship to
help defend, but a 22-game winning streak to extend. But Lott
says he’s a cool customer once his
feet are on the gridiron. Whether
it’s throwing the eventual gamewinning touchdown or completing a crucial fourth-down pass for
27 yards to Erik Knaack, getting
that last first down to give Lott
the honor of kneeling to clinch
the championship, Lott’s built a
lot of trust in his teammates and
himself to make the big plays.
He pulls no punches when talking
about any pre-game nerves, though.
“I get nervous before a game. I
puke before every game,” Lott ad-

mitted. “But during the game I stay
pretty calm. I trusted Knaack to go
out and make a play (late) and that’s
what he did.”
Lott added that he’s fortunate to be
surrounded by the offensive weapons he had this season.
“Parker Bown’s a hard runner
for us, very underrated, he got the
dirty yards for us,” Lott said. “Jacob Walters and Jed Peterson lead
the line up front and Thomas Mussig’s a monster on defense. They
just have a lot of talent all around.”
Those aforementioned names
have won their final state championship for Gladbrook-Reinbeck.
Olson indicated that Lott, though,
is just getting started.
“He constantly wants more information,” Olson said. “If you
ask him to do something, he says,
‘Coach, I got it, but what do I do
next?’ He constantly wants that
next thing coming.”
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