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AGWSR boys bringing experience, depth
By SCOTT BIERLE
Mid-America Publishing
ACKLEY – A cast of seven returning letterwinners provides a wealth
of experience for the AGWSR boys’
basketball team this winter.
Senior Nathan Karsjens leads the
list as a three-time letterwinner
with seniors Mason Eilderts and Jay
Janssen two-time letterwinners and
one for seniors Caleb Bartling, Tate
Hofmeister and Brent Janssen along
with junior Ethan Ubben.
“Hopefully with another year of
maturity and improvement in the off
season we can really hit the ground
running with kids who have played
together and know what their roles
will be to make this a successful season,” said AGWSR head coach Russ
Banzhaf.
Banzhaf, starting his 30th year
as a head coach and 14 wins shy of
400 at 386, noted size is another
strength of the team. “We have good
size and not only in the post but also
on the wings. We have some wings
with good length (6-1 to 6-3) and
our posts are in the 6-5 to 6-7 range.
That size should allow us to get
some things done in the post area
offensively.”
Karsjens has led the Cougars’
scoring and rebounding the past
two seasons, collecting 337 points
and 185 rebounds a year ago for
averages of 16.9 and 9.3, respectively.
The 6-7 Karsjens has been limited in
pre-season practices due to a broken
hand suffered during football. He
will likely miss the season opener
but is expected back soon after that.
Karsjens is just 60 points away from
the 1,000 plateau with 940.
Janssen was second in scoring last
season at 9.1 points per game and
sank 33 three-balls, while Eilderts
averaged 6.6 and was the team
leader with 97 assists and 42 steals.
Karsjens was first-team all-conference and Eilderts second-team
as the Cougars were the league runners-up and ended 17-7 overall.

The 2016-17 AGWSR boys basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Titan Opperman, Brady Fisher, Alex Hames, Liam Stubbe, Tate Hofmeister,
Mason Eilderts, Brent Janssen. Second row: Lucas Starr, Aaron Roelfs, Alex Stahl, Tyler Rose, Josh Bartling, Keon Huffman, Riley Sicard, Trevor Clawson. Back
row: Zach Crain, Tanner Weichers, Caleb Bartling, Sawyer Heitland, Ethan Ubben, Nathan Karsjens, Austin Rekward, Jay Janssen. Not pictured: Jason Seaberg.
(Scott Bierle/MAP photo)
Shooting is the concern for Banzhaf. “Two things stick out as area’s
we need to improve and those would
be field goal and free throw percents.
Looking closer at our shooting from
the field we need to continue get the
ball inside, drive it to the basket and
finish and improve our three-point
shooting. The number of times we
get to the free throw line has to be
higher and who gets to the free throw

line will take came of improvement
in that area,” noted Banzhaf.
Along with the seven letterwinners, Banzhaf has a long list of
potential candidates for court time
with seniors Austin Rekward and
Tyler Rose; juniors Aaron Roelfs,
Sawyer Heitland, Alec Stahl, Brady
Fisher and Keon Huffman, and
sophomore Alex Hames.
“We should be very competi-

tive again this year. If we can stay
healthy we will be able to play with
anyone on our schedule,” he added.
Banzhaf tabbed defending champion Gladbrook-Reinbeck the NICL
West favorite with his Cougars,
Grundy Center and West Marshall
contenders.
“The conference race will be very
interesting again this year. G-R
will again be the favorite; Grundy

Center and West Marshall return a
number of players and experience
and East Marshall may be the darkhorse. With all that said I really like
our chances to be in the race for the
conference title.”
The Cougars’ team averages were
55.5 points on offense and 47.6 on
defense with the shooting totals
40.6 percent from the field, 29.2 on
threes and 62.3 on free throws.

Banzhaf added, “An area that was
key to our success last year was our
defensive effort. We only gave up an
average of 47.6 points a game; if we
can duplicate that effort, it will be an
important part to our success.”
The AGWSR boys tip-off the season tonight (Tuesday) in Ackley
against Hampton-Dumont and then
opens NICL West play with Grundy
Center in Ackley Friday.

Cougars hunting
for conference success

By SCOTT BIERLE
Mid-America Publishing
ACKLEY – Expectations are lofty
for the AGWSR girls’ basketball team
for the upcoming winter season.
With the return of four starters
and a No. 10 ranking in Class 1A in
the preseason poll by the Iowa Girls
High School Athletic Union the
Cougars are a team to watch.
The quartet of senior Maddie
Brandt and Alana Groninga, junior
Mandy Willems and sophomore
Aubrie Fisher combined to average
over 40 points and 20 rebounds per
game last season, while collecting
264 assists and 180 steals.
“Maddie and Alana are our go-to
girls, but we have a lot of options
on this team. The team chemistry
has been great in the pre-season,”
commented AGWSR coach Laurie
Gann.
Brandt is back with a bucket full
of stats. She scored 344 points a year
ago for a 15.6 per game average to go
with 188 rebounds (8.5 average), 66
steals, 39 assists and 20 blocks.
Groninga also averaged double-digits at 10.7 as she sank a teamhigh 44 three-point goals. Fisher
followed with a 7.6 scoring average
and Willems 7.4 along with a teambest 99 assists.
The Cougars registered a 13-9
record a year ago after a 1-5 start
and lost just one senior.
Gann noted teammates working
for playing time are seniors Addi
Johnson and Mariah Jimmerson,
junior Ally Finger, sophomore
Taryan Barrick and freshman
Rachel Sicard.
AGWSR connected on 116 threeballs a year ago and all were made
by underclassmen. After Groninga,
Fisher sank 31 and Willems 22.
“We have good shooters, but we
have more size this year and we hope
to improve the inside game. We are

The 2016-17 AGWSR girls basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Alana Groninga, Miranda Jimmerson, Maddie Brandt, Addi Johnson, Mariah
Jimmerson. Second row: Aubrie Fisher, Tori Brandt, Haley Bakker, Mandy Willems, Ally Finger, Kenzie Kielty. Back row: Natalie Lippert, Whitnie Nederhoff, Rachel
Sicard, Hanna Benning, Taryan Barrick, Adri Daniels. (Scott Bierle/MAP photo)
looking for our size to improve our
rebounding, especially on the offensive boards,” said Gann.
Gann added the Cougars have
had some preseason scrimmages
and found things to work on. “We
need to have better movement away
from the ball, continue to work on
defense – but we are getting better,
and focusing on reducing turnovers.”

Eyeing the North Iowa Cedar
League West, Gann tabbed Grundy
Center, West Marshall and her Cougars the favorites. “Grundy Center
and West Marshall are good teams
and return some good players, but
we should be right in the hunt.”
Grundy was the conference
champion at 12-0 a year ago, West
Marshall the runner-up at 10-2 and
AGWSR took third at 7-5.

Brandt was a first-team all-conference pick a year ago and the
lone returner as the other six were
seniors, and Groninga second-team.
Brandt is closing in on the 1,000
point and 500 rebound career milestones as she has 795 points and 434
rebounds.
The AGWSR girls tip-off the season tonight (Tuesday) in Ackley
against Hampton-Dumont and then

opens NICL West play with Grundy
Center in Ackley Friday. Five of the
first six games for the girls are in
Ackley.
Date
Nov. 29
Dec. 2
Dec. 6
Dec. 9
Dec. 10
Dec. 13
Dec. 16

AGWSR Girls/Boys
Basketball Schedule
Opponent
Site
Hampton-Dumont.....................Ackley
Gundy Center*..........................Ackley
BCLUW*................................. Conrad
East Marshall*..........................Ackley
Rockford...................................Ackley
Aplington-Parkersburg.......(G) Ackley
Gladbrook-Reinbeck*.......... Reinbeck

Dec. 19
Dec. 22
Jan. 2
Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 13
Jan. 17
Jan. 20
Jan. 21
Jan. 24
Jan. 26
Jan. 31
Feb. 3
Feb. 7
Feb. 9

Meskwaki..........Meskwaki Settlement
Wapsie Valley....................... Fairbank
Janesville............................ Janesville
West Marshall*.........................Ackley
South Hardin*........................... Eldora
Grundy Center*.......... Grundy Center
Hudson.....................................Ackley
BCLUW*...................................Ackley
Denver.....................................Denver
East Marshall*...................... LeGrand
Belmond-Klemme................ Belmond
Gladbrook-Reinbeck*...............Ackley
West Marshall*............... State Center
South Hardin*...........................Ackley
Aplington-Parkersburg....... (B) Ackley
* NICL West Conference Games.
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Shorthanded AGWSR buoyed
by returning experience
By SCOTT BIERLE
Mid-America Publishing
ACKLEY – Three-time letterwinners Caleb Meinders and Tery
Rummans headline a short-handed
AGWSR wrestling team this winter.
Meinders and Rummans are two
of just 10 bodies in the Cougars’
wrestling room for pre-season workouts. But the twosome are a solid
foundation. Meinders posted a 33-7
record as a junior and was a state
tournament placewinner, ending
eighth at 220-pounds in Class 1A.
Rummans manned the 195 weight
bracket and was a district qualifier,
taking third. Both plan to return
to the same weights for the final
go-around and are state-ranked in
a pre-season poll. Meinders is listed
No. 3 and Rummans No. 9.
“The first day of practice we sat
down and everyone explained why
they were here. Caleb said to be
a state champion,” said AGWSR
coach Chad Gerbracht.
“Caleb is focused and a great team
leader. He does all the right things
and leads through both his words
and actions,” noted Gerbracht.
Meinders reached the 100-win plateau during last season’s post-season to
stand 105-19 and owns 55 career pins.
Gerbracht added, “We always
knew Tery had the ability to go and
do it, and last season he did. He is
our most athletic kid in the room, we
just need to work on his confidence.”
Rounding out the team’s returners
are two-time letterwinner senior
Lucas Schumacher and sophomore Dayton Haley. Schumacher,

With the holes in the lineup it creates a challenge in regards to duals,”
Gerbracht said.
The Cougars welcome six newcomers, including freshman Ali Gerbracht
– daughter of the head coach. Gerbracht is well rehearsed in the sport
as she is a five-time state champion
and two-time national champion and
all-American in girls’ wrestling.
“It is a tough sport to get into for
girls, but girls have had success in
the past,” said Chad Gerbracht.
The younger Gerbracht is expected
to take the mat at 106-pounds.
AGWSR starts the mat campaign
Thursday (Dec. 1) in Conrad against
host South Hardin-BCLUW and
East Marshall/GM-G, both North
Iowa Cedar League opponents.
AGWSR then competes in the Gilbert Duals Saturday (Dec. 3).
The Cougars’ home opener comes
Thursday, Dec. 8 in Ackley against
Dike-New Hartford and Waterloo
Columbus. Mat time is 6:30 p.m.

The 2016-17 AGWSR wrestling team includes the following, front row, from left: Brodie Roder, Keaton Penning, Seth Mazoaway, Ali
Gerbracht, Trenton Hook. Back row: Dayton Haley, Chance Taminga, Tery Rummans, Caleb Meinders, Lucas Schumacher. (Scott
Bierle/MAP photo)
expected to be at 145, went 12-21 a

year ago, and Haley at 152, was 8-17.

“Our biggest weakness will be

filling weights throughout the year.

Date
Dec. 1
		
Dec. 3
Dec. 8
		
Dec. 10
Dec. 15
		
Dec. 17
Jan. 5
		
Jan. 7
Jan. 12
Jan. 14
Jan. 19
Jan. 24
		
Jan. 28
Feb. 4

AGWSR
Wrestling Schedule
Opponent
Site
South Hardin-BCLUW* EM-GMG*
............................................... Conrad
Gilbert Duals.......................... Gilbert
Waterloo Columbus* & Dike-NH*
.................................................Ackley
A-P Invitational.............. Parkersburg
Sumner-Fredericksburg* Den-Tripoli*
................................................Denver
West Hancock Invite...................Britt
Aplington-Parkersburg* Wapsie Val*
............................................. Fairbank
St. Edmond Duals........... Fort Dodge
GRNT*.....................................Ackley
AGWSR Cougar Invite............Ackley
Jesup* & Hudson*...................Ackley
West Marshall* & Union High*
............................................ Reinbeck
NICL Conference Meet.Parkersburg
Class 1A Sectional........ Eagle Grove
* NICL Conference Matches.

The 2016-17 Aplington-Parkersburg boys basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Ray Wu, Everett Eggelston, Grant Truax, Chase Kling, Cade Alberts, Hunter Brouwer, Jacob
Abbas and Sam Bachman. Middle row: Manager Diana Mulder, Bryce Hoeppner, Gary Flanigan, Garrett Meyer, Jason Berkey, Aaron Thomas, Adam Wauters, Brian Surratt, Mason Tyler, manager
Ella Junker. Back row: Coby Hoff, Braden Good, Carter Cuvelier, Alec Oberhauser, Andrew Haan, Christian Olson, Aaron Price, Dylan Ellis. (John Jensen/MAP photo)

A-P boys changing,
but returning firepower

By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
PARKERSBURG – This winter
is a season of change for Aaron
Thomas and the Aplington-Parkersburg boys basketball team.
Thomas, the Falcons’ head coach,
had been able to rely on having a big
post player under the basket in his
first seven seasons at the helm for A-P.
That’s not the case this season, but

Thomas still sees plenty to like for
the Falcons coming off an 18-4 season that ended in the district final
against Dike-New Hartford.
“We will put five guys on the floor
who are capable of shooting the 3 and
playing different positions,” Thomas
said. “We should be a team that shoots
the ball well and plays together.”
Cade Alberts is the top returning
scorer for A-P, entering his senior

season after scoring 12.5 points per
game as a junior.
Carter Cuvelier, at 6-foot-4, will
likely play the biggest rebounding
role for the Falcons after averaging
five boards per game in his freshman season.
Cuvelier, and the rest of the Falcons for that matter, will have big
shoes to fill after the graduation of
Nick Ellis, who accounted for 7.5

rebounds per game last season.
“We will need to rebound the ball,
value the ball, and be able to defend
for us to achieve our goals and
expectations,” Thomas said.
Ellis was also A-P’s top scorer last
season at 15.5 points per game, with
Nick Waller adding a 15.4 average, meaning that have to replace
almost half of its offensive output
from last season.

Quality shooters like juniors
Dylan Ellis and Grant Truax will
see increased time this season, while
reserves Coby Hoff and Chase Kling
will see more playing time as well.
Alec Oberhauser, a 6-foot-4 guard
who started the last six games of the
season for the Falcons, can expect
his role to increase as well.
“I think we will have some depth
and adjustable parts, which is always

a good thing,” Thomas said.
The Falcons will battle for the NICL
East title after finishing tied for second in the competitive division with
a 13-3 record along with Jesup, with
both teams trailing Dike-New Hartford’s perfect 16-0 record.
The season starts with a pair of
home games with BCLUW and
Dike-New Hartford on Nov. 29 and
Dec. 6, respectively.

B4 • Thursday, December 8, 2016

PREP PREVIEW

The 2016-17 Aplington-Parkersburg girls basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Lauren Lupkes, Maddie Oldenburger, Melanie Johnson, Jillian Simon. Second row: Maddie
Waller, Hailey Finch, Gabbi Kampman, Kassi Rice, Kaitlyn Mohwinkle, Dani Johnson, Clara Petersen, Laikin Miller, Callie Kling. Third row: Sophie Jungling, Jenna Bruns, assistant coach Amanda
Taylor, assistant coach Shawn Krusey, head coach Jason Berkey, assistant coach Roger Oberhauser, assistant coach Katie Thompson, Avari Everts, Megan Johnson. Back row: Avery Groen, McKenna Tingle, McKenna Oldenburger, Ainsley Brungard, Jersey Rosteck, Lauren Olson, Miranda Oldenburger, Jaycie Ellis, Hannah Coates, Sarah Gaul, Karson DeGroote. (Jake Ryder/MAP photo)

Falcon girls building around senior leadership
By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
PARKERSBURG – Jason Berkey
expects the Aplington-Parkersburg
girls basketball team to be a fun
team to watch.
The Falcons head coach says his
team will be putting the pressure
on opponents early and often this
season with a solid group of returning experience from last season’s
12-9 team, built around all-conference-caliber seniors in Kaitlyn
Mohwinkle and Dani Johnson.
“We’re going to play a hard style
and push the ball pretty much the

whole game,” Berkey said. “We’re
going to press. Every one of these
girls on this team worked hard in
the offseason and the weight room
to become a better athlete.”
Mohwinkle, a first-team all-North
Iowa Cedar League selection last
season, led the Falcons with 11.4
points per game. The recent signee
to Winona State University volleyball added 5.8 rebounds per game
along with 20 blocks and 41 steals.
Johnson, who was hampered by a
January foot injury that limited her
production, still averaged 8.5 points
per game in 16 appearances, averag-

ing 7.4 rebounds per contest.
The duo, who each stand at 6-foot
or taller, are expected to pick right
up where they left off.
“They’re going to provide that
senior leadership to build the program,” Berkey said. “We’re expecting
big things out of these girls not only
in leadership but with their play on
the floor and we’re excited about what
those two can bring to the table.”
Despite three Falcons starters
graduating after last season, Berkey
feels that team depth is a strength
for A-P, with young talent like
sophomores Jenna Bruns and Avari

Everts back in the fold, with both
contributing a combined 9.5 points
per game last season.
“We’ve got seven letterwinners
back and we look to these kids to
step up and compete every night
and continue getting better.”
An area of early concern may be
A-P’s shooting ability. The Falcons
averaged a 31.9 field goal percentage from the floor, slightly below
average for the nine teams in the
North Iowa Cedar League East division where A-P finished with a 10-6
record last season.
That’s another area where Berkey can

see this team overcoming that through
hard work that they’ve already put in
and hard work yet to come.
“I see that becoming a non-issue
as the season goes along and they get
used to playing with each other,” Berkey said. “The biggest thing about this
team is it’s a great bunch of girls who
you don’t have to worry about off the
court. They’re in this for the right reason – to push each other in practice
and become the best team we can be.
… We’ve got some key pieces, it’s just a
matter of meshing them all together.”
The Falcons started the season
with a pair of home matchups with

BCLUW and Dike-New Hartford
on Nov. 29 and Dec. 6, respectively.
A-P will get a couple of cracks at
defending conference champions
Union in a six-day span in mid-January. Berkey considers the Knights
to be a favorite for a repeat after a
15-1 run in conference play.
“We’re definitely right there in the
mix if we can continue to get better
and stay healthy,” Berkey said. “Their
goal is to come out and to win a conference championship and go to state
and they’ve worked really hard in the
preseason and in early practices to
hopefully achieve those goals.”

The 2016-17 Aplington-Parkersburg-Grundy Center wrestling team includes the following, front row, from left: Jack Maitland, Brier Uhlenhopp, Conner Guldager, Ryan Asche, Ben Ogle, Jared Brouwer, Nathan Klahsen, Avery Fischer, Matthew Klahsen. Back row: Brodie Mackie, Nolan Freeman, Thomas Dominy, Brent Gibson, Bryce Campbell, Joe Little, Hunter Maitland, Jacob Gocheneour,
Isaac Capper. Not pictured: Noah Sady, David Eisentrager, Lucas Foxen, Corby Webb, Brandon Cooley, Carter Thompson, Logan Poss, Jackson Smith. (Jake Ryder/MAP photo)

AP-GC wrestling high on positivity, numbers
By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
PARKERSBURG – Before the
Aplington-Parkersburg wrestling
team even hits the mat, Brian Benning feels the Falcons have a slight
advantage by merely keeping the
wrestling room full.
Benning, A-P’s head coach, had 26
kids to start the preseason practices,
which helps when it comes time to
decide how to fill in slots like the
one vacated by Shane Poppens, who
finished in fifth place at 195 pounds
in his senior season.
“It’s tough to fill those shoes
right away,” Benning said. “But like
every coach across the state of Iowa
knows, you can’t control the size of
your team but with 26 kids in the

room to fill the weights, we feel like
we’re a step ahead of the crowd. We
just have to get settled in and see
where we’re at.”
Only two A-P wrestlers return
this season with records of .500
or better – Jack and Hunter Maitland, who were 10-10 and 24-20,
respectively.
Jack is a sophomore and Hunter is
a junior, but Benning sees them as a
source of leadership in the wrestling
room early on this season, especially
by example.
“They’re probably the most seasoned guys we have in the room,”
Benning said. “Whether they like
it or not, from a wrestling aspect
their both leaders, good athletes
and put in the time to be good in

the offseason. … They’re willing to
scrap with anybody.”
This is also the first season of a
sharing agreement with Grundy
Center as junior Nolan Freeman
comes over from the Spartans.
Benning knows how stressful the
travel alone can be to practice with
the team.
“Logistically, it’s not fun coming
here, so we want Nolan to have a
good experience with wrestling,”
Benning said. “It’d be a great shot
in the arm for that community if he
could be that one guy to help regenerate the excitement and get them
to realize it’s not about the size of
the school but the size of the commitment in the community and
school district.

“Nolan just has to do what he does,
he seems like a great kid so there’s
no reason the community shouldn’t
get behind him.”
A-P opened its season on Dec. 1
in a double dual with Hudson and
West Marshall in Hudson. The Falcons opened at home in their home

STRAIT’S
AUTO BODY
Complete Auto Body Repair
Michael Strait, Owner
117 W Center St.

Conrad
641-366-2411

Grundy/Conrad
Sports Salute 12/15

tournament on Dec. 10.
Even if the win-loss records don’t
reflect it right away, Benning will be
happy to see his kids pushing hard
in the wrestling room.
“The attitude’s been great, the
effort’s been great,” Benning said.
“If we can get our kids to perform

in the gym the way they perform
in the room, we’ll have a lot of fun.
Even if they come up on the short
end of the stick, they’ll be proud
of their efforts and learning a lot
of stuff. … The kids go hard and
we hope that translates to success
upstairs on the mat.”

PARKERSBURG

Congrats,
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BCLUW boys focused on consistent defense
By SCOTT BIERLE
Mid-America Publishing
CONRAD – Defense will be a
point of emphasis this winter for the
BCLUW boys’ basketball team.
The Comets averaged just short
of 45 points per game a year ago
and graduated the team’s one double-digit scorer.
“Defense will be a key this year,”
stated second-year coach Luke Higgins. “We are a team that will score
between 50 and 60 points a game
this year so the defense has to step
up, and we have been working on it.
We just don’t have the firepower to
go into the 70s in scoring.”
Top returners for BCLUW are
senior Clay Silver and juniors
Logan Mann and Troy Dolphin.
Mann brings back the top offensive totals with 137 points for a 6.5
average and made 25 three-point
goals. Silver scored 113 points and
Dolphin 55. Mann and Silver were
one-two in rebounding at 105 and
92, respectively.
“Team chemistry will be good
this season. We have a bunch of
guys working together and working
hard,” added Higgins.
Looking to join the three returners are seniors Chase Luethje and
Nathan Hulbert, junior Blake Mann
and sophomores Jack Garber and
Jonny Neff.
Higgins noted the team is looking

for team leader. “We are still looking
for someone to take the leader position and ball handler. Josh (Sharp)
handled both those jobs last season
and he graduated.”
The BCLUW boys booked marks
of 5-16 overall and 1-11 in the NICL
West last season.
The Comets’ shooting struggled
a year ago with percents of 37.6 on
field goals, 29.6 on three-balls and
51.8 on free throws.
“We have had some kids in the
gym all summer and at other times
working on their shooting. Hope to
see some improvement in that area,”
added Higgins.
Gladbrook-Reinbeck was tabbed
the conference favorite, according
to Higgins, but also expects a battle
every night out in the North Iowa
Cedar League West. “G-R just won
another football state championship
and now can carry all that momentum over into the basketball season.
East Marshall and West Marshall
are improved, and Grundy Center, South Hardin and AGWSR are
always tough.”
BCLUW opens the cage campaign
with a girl/boy twinbill tonight
(Tuesday) in Parkersburg against
A-P and then travels to Eldora for
the conference opener with South
Hardin Friday. The Comets home
opener is Tuesday, Dec. 6 with
AGWSR in Conrad.

The 2016-17 BCLUW boys basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Bradley Bell, Clay Silver, Chase Luethje,
Nathan Hulbert. Second row: Treye Teske, Tristan Gallentine, Mason Yantis, Caleb Wagner, Eric Knott, Caleb Silver. Back row:
Keegan Rhinehart, Blake Mann, Logan Mann, Jonny Neff, Troy Dolphin, Jack Garber, Leah Lehman. Not pictured: Tevonn Walker,
Lane Stanley. (Scott Bierle/MAP photo)

Ubben leads improving BCLUW girls
By SCOTT BIERLE
Mid-America Publishing
CONRAD – Late season success
a year ago will provide momentum
for the BCLUW girls’ basketball
team this winter.
The Comets went 6-2 over the final
eight contests of last season helping the team finish 12-11. Included
in the wins were two post-season
games before falling in the regional
semi-finals.
Six girls that played in 18 or more
of the 23 games return led by senior
Samantha Ubben. Ubben ended
second in scoring a year ago with
265 points for an 11.5 average, led
the team in assists and steals with
101 and 87, respectively, and was
third in rebounds with 132.
“Sam is our leader. She did a great
job last year and we are looking for
more this season,” said BCLUW
coach David Lee.
Along with Ubben, a second-team all-conference cager last
winter, juniors Kaylee Goecke and
Lauren Anderson played in all 23
games. Both reached triple digits in
scoring with 116 points for Goecke
(5.0 average) and 103 for Anderson
(4.5). Goecke buried 23 three-point
goals a year ago and Anderson had
133 rebounds. Additional returners
are seniors Skylar Veldhouse and
Kate Goecke, along with sophomore Easton Swanson, who has
been slowed by an injury. Senior
Leah Yantis is back in the mix this
season after missing all of last year
with an injury.
“We have a lot of girls that
are in the mix, now we need to
get healthy and put the parts
together,” said Lee.
The Comets tipped-off the season
on a winning note, beating Green
Mountain-Garwin, 49-42 on opening night (Nov. 18). Ubben provided
the offensive punch with a gamehigh 26 points.

Steckelberg Veterinary Clinic
18095 330th St, Conrad

641-366-2540

The 2016-17 BCLUW girls basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Sara Sharp, Kate Goecke, Skylar Veldhouse, Samantha Ubben, Leah Yantis.
Second row: Katie Thompson, Bailey Ashton, Lauren Anderson, Kaylee Goecke, Brooke Aalfs, Easton Swanson. Back row: Cate Nason, Payton Pekarek, Grace
Stufflebeam, Madison Ubben, Lili Wilson, Kennedy Williams, Olivia Hughes, Jade Hammers. (Scott Bierle/MAP photo)
Lee noted quickness and shooting
the team’s strengths and the main
concern size. “The girls have worked
hard on shooting the ball and I
think we will be better. We could be
quicker, but with that we are giving
up some size.”
BCLUW shooting stats from a
year ago were 37 percent from the
field, 28.3 from three-point land
and 58.8 on free throws with Ubben

Paglia
Detailing
Hwy
&
Matt14
Paglia,
Owner
Conrad
Rd.
McAtee
Tire
29808 Y Ave

205 E.Iowa
Linn 50269
St.
Whitten,
Conrad
Marshalltown
641-750-0054
641-366-2911
641-752-7511

Classic
Beaman
B
Cuts
205
m W. Main

Conrad Tire
& auTo ServiCe
116 N. Main St., Conrad
Call for your appointment -

641-366-3077

Chris Wiese, Owner

Grundy/Conrad
Sports Salute 12/15

The Comets are back in action
tonight (Tuesday) against A-P in
Parkersburg and then starts the
conference campaign Friday in
Eldora against South Hardin.
The BCLUW girls will compete
in the NICL Showcase Saturday
(Dec. 3) at Wartburg College in
Waverly against Sumner-Fredericksburg.
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Marshalltown
Aviation
Conrad
116
E.
Anson
16902
290th
2651
170th St
Phone:
641-366-2020
Marshalltown
16950Marshalltown
330th St., Conrad
Fax: Conrad
641-366-2020
641-753-5533
641-752-0012
641-366-2720
641-366-2001

BCLUW Girls/Boys
Basketball Schedule

Date Opponent
Site
Nov. 18 GM-Garwin..................... (G) Conrad
Nov. 29 Aplington-Parkersburg..... Parkersburg
Dec. 2 South Hardin*.........................Eldora
Dec. 3 Sumner-Fredericksburg... (G) Waverly
Dec. 6 AGWSR*............................... Conrad
Dec. 8 Waterloo Christian..............Waterloo
Dec. 10 Dike-New Hartford............... Conrad
Dec. 13 West Marshall*.............State Center
Dec. 16 East Marshall*...................... Conrad
Dec. 20 Waterloo Columbus............Waterloo
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at 68.6, going 70-of-102.
Lee tabbed defending champion
Grundy Center and runner-up
West Marshall the teams to beat
in the North Iowa Cedar League
West Conference. “I think it is a
two team race with Grundy Center and West Marshall, and then
a wide open field with us right
there.” BCLUW had a 5-7 mark in
the league last season.
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Jan. 5
Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 13
Jan. 14
Jan. 20
Jan. 21
Jan. 24
Jan. 27
Jan. 31
Feb. 3
Feb. 7
Feb. 9

BGM.................................(B) Conrad
Gladbrook-Reinbeck*........ Reinbeck
Grundy Center*.................... Conrad
South Hardin*....................... Conrad
Denver...................................Denver
AGWSR*.................................Ackley
GM-G.............................. (B) Garwin
North Tama............................... Traer
West Marshall*..................... Conrad
East Marshall*.................... LeGrand
Gladbrook-Reinbeck*........... Conrad
Grundy Center*........ Grundy Center
Valley Lutheran..................... Conrad
* NICL West Conference Games
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SH-BCLUW building around team ‘anchors’
By SCOTT BIERLE
Mid-America Publishing
ELDORA – Seniors Ian Showers, Josiah Dorow and Ryland
Duchane will be counted on to
power the South Hardin-BCLUW
wrestling team this winter.
The three seniors enjoyed banner campaigns a year ago with 30
or more match wins. Dorow led
the win column with 34 against 13
losses followed by Duchane 32-17
and Showers 30-14.
Along with the lofty records, Showers’ season ended at the state tournament with a 1-2 showing, Duchane
qualified for districts for a second
time and Dorow was crowned the
126-pound champion at the power-packed North Iowa Cedar League
Conference meet. Both Showers at
113-pounds and Duchane at 152 were
conference runners-up.
Showers is expected to return at
113-pound, Dorow will man the
132-weight and Duchane looks to be
at 160.
“We are looking forward to
the season,” stated SH-BCLUW
co-head coach Mike Olson. “We

have very good years,” said Olson.
In the conference, Olson listed
Denver-Tripoli as the favorite,
while the Storm’s goal is to better
last year’s mark of 5-6. In a pre-season rankings, the NICL has one
team and 25 individuals listed.
The Storm will host back-toback Saturday tournament’s in
January with the Storm Duals in
Conrad Jan. 7 and the Storm Invitational in Eldora Jan. 14.

The 2016-17 South Hardin-BCLUW wrestling team includes the following, front row, from left: Koty Kruse, Alex Hassan, Josiah
Dorow, Caleb Engle, Lucas Halverson, Phalen Lewis, Logan Gunderson. Second row: Nicolas Paxton, Shadner Anderson, Neifer
Ralston, Ian Showers, Coby Willett, Brayan Ralston, Taylor Kolthoff, Michael Fuller. Back row: Owen Fuller, Cody Houck, Ryland
Duchane, Dylan Wenke, Braxton Murphy, Mason Dhyne, Ryne Fuller, Cody Richards, Mason Sodders. Not pictured: Michael Chapman, Hunter Allen, Jayden Luse. (Scott Bierle/MAP photo)
started last season inexperienced,
learned some lessons and hope
they pay off this year.
“We should field a full lineup
and we have some anchors. We
have four or five kids that we can
expect to win a high percentage of
their matches and have some kids
that can score points in tournaments,” he added.
Additional top returners are
205 E. Linn St.
sophomore Coby Willett, who went
25-16 a year
ago, junior Ryne Fuller
Marshalltown
at 24-19 and sophomore Owen
641-752-7511
Fuller at 18-20. Senior Michael
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and then go to the Gilbert Duals
Saturday. Joining the Storm at the
Eldora Quad will be North Butler,
Clarksville and Turkey Valley.
A tentative lineup for the
Storm, listed by Olson, includes
106-pounds freshman Taylor
Kolthoff, 113- Showers, 120- Willett or freshman Shadner Anderson, 126- Willett or sophomore
Neifer Ralston, 132- Dorow, 138
and 145- Luse or Chapman, 152freshman Logan Gunderson, 160Duchane, 170- junior Cody Richards or freshman Michael Fuller,

216 H Avenue
Conrad
641-2575

182- O. Fuller, 195- senior Dylan
Wenke, 220- freshman Nicolas
Paxton and 285- R. Fuller.
Olson noted, “We have to find
some backups, build some depth.”
Showers and Duchane are closing in on the 100-win plateau as
Showers stands 87-43 in wins and
losses, and Duchane 84-51. Dorow
is .500 at 62-62. R. Fuller is 47-42
as a410
junior.Center Street
“Showers, Duchane and Dorow
Beaman
have all tasted success and now
need to641-366-3124
take that next step. They all
have things to work on, but could
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Indians return majority of scorers
By KRISTI NIXON
Mid-America Publishing
CLARKSVILLE – Clarksville may
have graduated three of its starters
from a year ago, but three returning
letter winners were among the topfour scorers for the Indians last year.
Coach Ross Timmermans’ top
scorer, 5-foot-10 junior Ben Waetjen, returns after averaging 11.7
points per game for the Indians,
leading the team in scoring (234
points), assists (33) and steals (29).
He will be joined by 6-0 senior
guard Dylan Jacobs, who was
second in scoring average at 8.8
per game and led the team in
rebounding. He is a three-year letter winner for the Indians.
Though he didn’t start, 6-2 sophomore Dawson Holub played in all
21 games a year ago and averaged
4.1 points a game, and led the
team in three-point makes (21).
“We will be returning a bulk
of our scoring from last season,”
Timmermans said. “The boys have
put in a load of work this off-season, so they are looking forward
to getting the season started. We
will have to utilize our speed to
the best of our capabilities.
“We lost a lot of size to graduation, so our quickness will have to
be an asset.”
The Indians graduated two of
their top three leaders in rebounding, including Austin Magedanz
and Jordan Myers, so that is
something Timmermans points to
as a concern for his team, which
finished 2-20 overall, 2-16 in the

compete in the conference.”
Timmermans lists up to nine
potential starters this season,
among them Jacobs, Waetjen,
Holub, Hendricks, Tanner Gilbert, Chris Behrends, Schmidt,
Matt Nelson and Deric Trees.
“We have to play together as one
efficient unit,” Timmermans said
of being successful this year. “The
individual improvement has to
blend into team success, and we
need to be in great shape.”
Clarksville opened the season
with a 76-30 non-conference loss
at Rockford on Nov. 28.

Barnett Seed
Tom Barnett
319-239-7164
319-276-4834

The 2016-17 Clarksville boys basketball team includes, front row, from left: Drew Kromminga, Pacen Hendricks, Chris Behrends,
Deric Trees, Preston Armstrong, Ben Waetjen. Back row: Corbin Engel, Tanner Gilbert, Dawson Houb, Tre Smith, Dylan Jacobs,
Ethan Schmidt and Matt Nelson. Not pictured: Kaden Becker. (Mira Schmitt-Cash/MAP photo)
Iowa Star North.
“Our size is gone, so we will
need a few guys to step up and get
on the glass this season,” Timmermans said. “We will need to
compete in practice every day so
we learn how to translate practice
to game situations.”
Sophomore Pacen Hendricks
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Chapman gained 15 wins last season and junior Jayden Luse 13.
Duchane led the Storm’s pin
parade with 23 last season followed by heavyweight R. Fuller
at 18, Willett 17, O. Fuller 14 and
Showers 13.
The SH-BCLUW matmen have a
busy beginning to the season with
a possible 10 matches over five
days. The Storm will host a QuadMMSC
Conrad
Clinic
rangular
in -Eldora
tonight
(Tuesday),105
entertain
AGWSR
and East
Church,
Conrad
Marshall/GMG
at Conrad Thurs641-366-2123
day in the conference openers

South Hardin-BCLUW
Wrestling Schedule
Date
Opponent
Site
Nov. 29 Quadrangular.......................... Eldora
Dec. 1 East Marshall-GMG* & AGWSR
		
................................................ Conrad
Dec. 3 Gilbert Duals .......................... Gilbert
Dec. 8 Union High* & Jesup*....LaPorte City
Dec. 10 Central Springs Duals.............. Manly
Dec. 15 Aplington-Parkersburg* GRNT*
		
........................................ Parkersburg
Dec. 17 North Polk Invite...................Alleman
Dec. 20 Denver-Tripoli*/ Wapsie Valley*
		
................................................ Conrad
Jan. 5 Dike-New Hartford* & Hudson
		
............................................... Hudson
Jan. 7 Storm Duals........................... Conrad
Jan. 12 Waterloo Columbus* &
West Marshall*.................................. Eldora
Jan. 14 South Hardin Invite................. Eldora
Jan. 17 Sumner-Fredericksburg*...... Sumner
Jan. 21 North Butler Invite..................Greene
Jan. 28 NICL Conference Meet....Parkersburg
Feb. 4 2A Sectional...................Charles City
* NICL Conference Matches

Locker

319-278-4514

Salon

702 S. Main
•278-9600
Clarksville
Conrad
278-1021
641-366-3898
Grundy/Conrad
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and five freshmen are listed as
newcomers to the team, the tallest
among them, 6-0 freshman Ethan
Schmidt.
But a major plus for Clarksville
this year is that the Indians retained
Timmermans, who is the first coach
in four years to coach the Indians in
back-to-back seasons.

The Iowa Star North should be
competitive, according to Timmermans.
“Dunkerton returns everyone
from a very talented and young
core group of players,” Timmermans said. “Tripoli and Janesville
will be strong again. Riceville
returns very talented juniors that
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Clarksville, IA 50619
1-800-233-1774
Mobile: 319-269-4563

will help them compete at the top
of the conference.”
Thus, he said Dunkerton, Tripoli, Riceville and Janesville should
compete for conference contention.
“We are an improved bunch of
individuals,” Timmermans said,
“so we will have to gel as a team to
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Indians return five from .500 team
By KRISTI NIXON
Mid-America Publishing
CLARKSVILLE – Coming off of a
10-10 Iowa Star Conference record,
11-12 overall, Clarksville girls’ basketball includes two starters and
three letter winners back from a
year ago.
And head coach Joe Huck says that
he believes his team is more athletic
and stronger than it was in 2015-16.
Huck, who enters his fifth season
at the helm, believes in his team so
much, he named his squad along
with Dunkerton and Janesville as
the top three leading contenders
for the Iowa Star North Conference
title.
“We…will shoot the ball as a
group better this year,” Huck said.
“We should be competitive. How we
work together will determine a lot
on how war we can go.”
Among the returning starters are
seniors Chelsea Capper, a 5-foot-7
guard and 6-0 senior center Madison Stirling. Both are two-year letter
winners for the Indians.
The other two-year letter winners for Clarksville are senior
guards Miranda Vance and Morgan
Thompson, as well as senior forward
Makayla Holub, who is 5-10.
“The summer and off-season work
the girls did have improved their
strength, speed and quickness,”
Huck said.
A pair of sophomores as well as
five freshmen are among those who
should help fill out the Indians’

The 2016-17 Clarksville girls basketball team includes, front row, from left: Emily Wedeking, Ainsley Lovrien, Kori Wedeking, Allyson Essink, Morgan Thompson,
Miranda Vance. Middle row: Makayla Holub, Chloe Ross, Emma Poppe, Chelsea Capper, Hannah Freerks, Darian Jacobs. Back row: Katie Pipper, Kylie Smith, Aneka
Nelson, Madison Stirling, Janet Borchardt, Amber Henning and Mallory Hoodjer. (Mira Schmitt-Cash/MAP photo)
roster. All among the youth have
proved to be talented athletes so far.
Two stand at 5-10, including
sophomore Mallory Hoodjer and
freshman Janet Borchardt. Oth-

ers who Huck lists are sophomore
Darian Jacobs and freshmen Kori
Wedeking, Emma Poppe, Ainsley
Lovrien and Chloe Ross.
“With only five returning play-

ers with varsity experience, we will
need help from the younger grades,”
Huck said.
In order to be successful this season, Huck emphasizes teamwork.

“(We must) play together,” Huck
said. “Adapt to new roles and responsibilities and play for each other.”
Clarksville opened the season
early on Tuesday, Nov. 22 with a

commanding 62-19 win over conference rival CAL at Latimer and
stepped out of conference play to
face Rockford on Monday, Nov. 28,
falling 55-31.

Young co-coaches take over
Clarksville wrestling program

By KRISTI NIXON
Mid-America Publishing
CLARKSVILLE – Calling Clarksville’s wrestling team young would
be an understatement – in more
ways than one.
The Indians’ new co-coaches,
Basil Minto and Caleb Wedeking,
both only recently graduated, from
college and high school, respectively.
Minto is a 2015 graduate of
the University of Northern Iowa
where he qualified for the NCAA
tournament his senior year after
finishing sixth in the MAC championships.
Wedeking, though, only recently
graduated from neighboring North
Butler High School in which he was
a three-time place winner, earning
runner-up as a sophomore for the
Bearcats and finishing his career as
the consolation champion in Class
1A at 160 pounds.
The duo will oversee a small

Clarksville team in which there are
nine wrestlers, most of which are
back with experience. They take
over for Tim Negen, who coached
the program for two seasons.
One of those, state qualifier
Dakota Garretson, will start the season ranked seventh by IowaWrestle.
com at 145 pounds.
Garretson will have not only the
experience of being a state qualifier,
he won a match before making his
exodus in 2016.
Ethan Litterer, also back, was a
district qualifier last year, finishing
second at 120 pounds. A couple of
others, Koltyn Beckham and Trace
Engel, were third at the 1A sectional meet last year.
Among newcomers to the squad
are Jareb Slemp and Cade Hardy.
The Indians opened the season on
the road against North Butler and
South Hardin at Eldora on Tuesday,
Nov. 29.
The 2016-17 Clarksville wrestling team includes the following, front row, from left: Jareb Slemp, Ethan Litterer, Cade Hardy and Koltyn
Beckham. Back row: Dakota Garretson, Riley Cramer, Adam Lovrien, Noah Doty and Trace Engel. (Mira Schmitt-Cash/MAP photo)
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Wolverines look to offense for early success
By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
DIKE – The Dike-New Hartford
boys basketball team is hoping to stay
offensive as the Wolverines undergo
some changes.
D-NH head coach Greg Moore
thinks his team’s offensive prowess
will help compensate for a lack of
experienced depth, particularly in
defensive and rebounding areas, as
the Wolverines look for their third
state berth in the last five years this
season.
In the 2015-16 campaign, the Wolverines qualified for the Class 2A state
tournament with a 25-0 record but
fell to eventual third-place team Pella
Christian in a quarterfinal matchup.
That was the final game for a large
group of talented D-NH seniors,
including Cole and Calvin Wildeboer,
Connor Neuroth and Nic Gronowski.
Moore is still hopeful that his team,
buoyed by returning starters Ben
Latusek and Connor Blough, can go
10-deep coming off the bench.
“We have guys that need to prove
themselves on the defensive side,”
Moore said, “and I think we have the
experience to do that, but it’s just a
time thing.”
Latusek and Blough both averaged
double-digit scoring, with 10.8 and

The 2016-17 Dike-New Hartford boys basketball team includes the following, front row, seated, from left: Managers McKenzie Huck,
Ashley Skornia, Hailey Sundwall, Kristina Kajtezovic. Second row: Royce Weber, Jake Landphair, Connor Blough, Broden Coulter.
Third row: Tim Koop, Jaxson Foster, Isaac Jorgensen, Cade Fuller, Ryan Moore. Fourth row: Ethan Weichers, Colton Harberts, Ben
Latusek, Owen Goos. (Jake Ryder/MAP photo)
Moore acknowledged that replacing
60 percent of the team’s rebounding

output generated by the graduated
seniors will be a challenge.

“Calvin and Cole were both pretty
good on the boards, so that’s something we’re going to have to shore up
a little bit,” Moore said. “I think with
(Colton) Harberts coming in, that’s a
6-foot-6 body that’s going to give us
some rebounding but the guards are
going to have to help.”
While keeping up the pace on both
sides of the court, Moore expects his
team’s offensive playstyle to lean more
toward perimeter shooting than it did
last season.
The Wolverines connected on 53.9
percent of their shots for 67.7 points
per game last season, making 114-of299 3-pointers (38.1 percent).
Blough, Royce Weber and Broden
Coulter accounted for 58 of those
swished 3-pointers.
“Last year, we were more of a drive
to the basket and layup to the rim
kind of team,” Moore said. “But we’re
still going to try and run the ball hard
and keep the tempo. … We’re a man
(defense) team that’s going to try and
get up and down the floor.”
Dike-New Hartford will be tested
early with three road games to start
the schedule, including matchups
with Class 3A school Charles City
and Aplington-Parkersburg. The
Wolverines’ home opener is Dec. 9
against Hudson.

10.5 points per game, respectively, last
season. The 6-foot-5 Latusek was also

the team’s leading rebounder with 6.7
boards per contest.

improve on the 36.9 scoring average of
their opponents last season, they can
be in shape in time for a postseason
run.
“The thing with us is that we have
just as much talent as other teams,”
Dall said, “but it’s just going to take a
little bit of time to work into our identity and who we want to be.”
Foster is part of a talented group of
underclassmen that will likely make
considerable contributions to a team
with only three seniors – Cuvelier,
Eiklenborg and Addie Johnston.
Morgan Weber is another freshman expected to contribute when she
returns in early 2017 from a stress fracture from volleyball season.
“They’ve been playing basketball
here for a while now,” said Dall, who
is in his sixth season with the Wolverines. “They’ve been exposed to basketball quite a bit here, … it’s a good mix
of kids.”
D-NH defeated Waterloo Columbus
42-25 on Nov. 29, with a pair of meetings with Union and Sumner-Fredericksburg – two of the three teams Dall
expects to make a run at the conference
title along with Aplington-Parkersburg
– scheduled for the new year.
“I think by the end of the year, we’ll
be playing pretty good ball,” Dall said.

The 2016-17 Dike-New Hartford girls basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Biz Cuvelier, Liv Eiklenborg, manager Josie Mulder, Emily Purdy, Addie Johnston. Second row: Katie Camarata, assistant coach Rhandi Oelmann,
head coach Bruce Dall, assistant coach Barry Cuvelier, Kenzie Feckers. Third row: Madison Hedges, Sydney Petersen, Allie
Aalderks, Allie Brouwer, Courtney Bolhuis. Back row: Baylee Petersen, Jill Eilderts, Carlee Dove, Morgan Weber, Ellie Foster.
(Jake Ryder/MAP photo)

Defense the key for Wolverine girls

By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
DIKE – Back to the drawing board
for Bruce Dall.
The Dike-New Hartford girls basketball coach lost all five starters from his
16-7 squad last season, which means
this season’s Wolverines team is going
to rely on defensive fundamentals.
That’s not necessarily anything new
from Dall’s perspective as a coach,
though.
“They know what they’re doing on
the court so I don’t expect things to
change much,” Dall said. “We’re going
to do what we do, we always play good
defense and teams that I’ve had since
coming here have always been near the
top in terms of fewest points given up. I
expect that to continue.”
Biz Cuvelier, Liv Eiklenborg, Baylee
Petersen, Sydney Petersen and Ellie
Foster were the starting five for the
Wolverines in a Nov. 29 season opener
with Waterloo Columbus, with Foster
the only true newcomer to the team as
a freshman.
But the rest of that starting five
mostly only has experience coming
off the bench, with Cuvelier averaging
2.3 rebounds last season and Sydney
Petersen averaging 1.6 points per game
in the 2015-16 campaign.
If the Wolverines can maintain or

The 2016-17 Dike-New Hartford wrestling team includes the following, front row, from left: Managers Grace Schlamp, Lydia Huntington, Brooke Poyner and Alexis Hauschildt. Second row: Zach
Nichol, Nathan Schmit, Noah Heathcott, Steven Barker, Ethan Huntington, Nick Durnin, Tanner Smith, Trent Johnson, Jacob Sigler. Third row: Emily Thomason, Caden Ragsdale, Dillan Nissen, Grant
Bixby, Cade Bennett, Jake Hauschildt, Reece Roberts, Aaron Adolphs, Trey Bradley, Blain Stewart. Fourth row: Nathan Graves, Tristin Cleveland, Joe Folkerts, Devan Rodgers, Deacon Eiklenborg,
Trevor Mixdorf, Zach Starbucks, Chase Arends, Daniel Graves, Brad Cunningham, Jacob Junker, Connor Lurhing, Tyler Miller. (Lifetouch photo)

D-NH grapplers back to build momentum

By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
DIKE – Trent Johnson leads a
large, experienced group of DikeNew Hartford wrestlers back onto
the mat for the 2016-17 season.
Johnson, who will wrestle for
Grand View University’s program
after this senior season, is three wins
away from becoming the school’s
all-time win leader after a 43-1

junior campaign ended in the 145pound state championship match
against four-time state champ Carter Happel.
Johnson is a three-time state
placewinner and defending North
Iowa Cedar League champion and
was ranked as the best 145-pounder
in Class 1A by wrestling enthusiast
publications IAwrestle.com and The
Predicament.

But he’s just one part of a talented
group that is back in the Wolverines’
wrestling room.
“We’ve got pretty good numbers
and some real hard workers,” D-NH
head coach Tony Norton said.
That includes district qualifiers
Jacob Sigler, Noah Heathcott, Ethan
Huntington and Nathan Schmitt.
Sigler is ranked as high as No. 2
at 106 pounds while Huntington

cracked the top 10 at 220 pounds in
The Predicament’s rankings.
Other returners included Clayton
Mapel, Nick Durnin and Tanner
Smith at the middle weights and
Zack Nicol at 106.
Norton, in his sixth season with the
Wolverines, likes what he’s seen so far.
“They’re very goal oriented with a
team-first attitude,” Norton said.
Before the D-NH wrestlers can

focus on sectional and district wrestling next February, they’ll be tested
by North Iowa Cedar League competition that is well-represented in
the preseason individual rankings.
“There are a lot of tough individuals
in our conference with medals from
the state tournament,” Norton said.
The Wolverines started their season against NICL foes Sumner-Fredericksburg and Gladbrook-Rein-

beck/North Tama on Dec. 1 and
competed in a high-profile tournament on Dec. 3 in West Delaware
with a variety of opponents from all
three wrestling classifications.
D-NH’s home opener is Dec. 15 in
a double dual with Jesup and West
Marshall, followed by a round-robin
dual tournament with BGM, GRNT,
Mount Vernon, South Winneshiek
and St. Ansgar on Dec. 17.
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The 2016-17 Gladbrook-Reinbeck boys basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Deagan Haack, Joe Smoldt, Matt Roeding, Jed Peterson. Middle row: Manager Sadie Cahalan,
Jackson Kiburis, Walker Thede, head coach Scott Kiburis, Matt Johannsen, Tyler Tscherter, manager Paige Eiffler. Back row: Thomas Mussig, Caden Kickbush, assistant coach Dan Smoldt, assistant coach Mike Bengen, assistant coach Caleb Sieh, assistant coach Brett Bengen, Mason Skovgard, Tyler Pierce. (Jake Ryder/MAP photo)

Gladbrook-Reinbeck strives for return to state
By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
REINBECK – The Gladbrook-Reinbeck boys basketball
team can’t afford to go into cruise
control this year.
Even with a two-time state tournament captain and reigning state
player of the year on the floor in Joe
Smoldt, the Rebels will need to get
some young players some seasoning
if the 2014-15 state champs want to

reach the Wells Fargo Arena for the
third straight season.
“I’m always a pessimist when
coaching for a new season, never
overly confident,” G-R head coach
Scott Kiburis said. “We’ve got a couple of key injuries that we’re trying
to work through right now and teach
some young kids very quickly.”
Tyler Pierce, a second-team allNICL West contributor, is out until
midseason with an ACL injury and

Mason Skovgard, a 6-foot-5 junior,
will get extended time on the varsity
squad once he heals a broken finger, an injury which might not get
cleared until the new year.
The cupboard is hardly bare, with
Smoldt—the school’s all-time points
leader before he even steps on the
floor for his senior year—leading the
charge along with three-year letter
winner Matt Roeding and emerging
guard Caden Kickbush.

When it comes to the new faces
that will be on the hardwood this
winter, Kiburis hopes the athletic
pedigree of these newcomers, particularly those fresh off a successful
football title defense, will translate to
basketball.
“Some of our starters this year haven’t had quality varsity minutes yet,
so there’s a lot to prove there,” Kiburis
added. “These kids that missed that
first week (for football), we want to

teach those kids and get them caught
up quickly, whether on varsity or JV,
to know enough for practice.”
The returning starters are pitching
in to do what they can through leadership to help these newcomers, too.
“Joe’s been practicing hard every
day and has been working with
Caden to get them familiar with each
other,” Kilburis said. “Joe’s good at
that leadership without saying anything, getting less experienced kids

to get familiar with the offense, good
at helping them on the court while
the game’s going on. Roeding’s got
a lot of varsity experience too, so he
helps out as well in that situation.”
G-R’s season began at BGM on
Dec. 2, followed by an NICL opener
with West Marshall on Dec. 6.
“We want to be competitive from
the start,” Kilburis said. “If we focus
on being successful as a group now,
it will show at the end of the year.”

G-R girls look to rebound with returning coach
By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
REINBECK – Bruce Bailey is back
with aspirations of getting the Gladbrook-Reinbeck girls basketball
team back on track.
After three years away from the
Rebels sidelines, Bailey has returned
this season to help the Rebels try
to crawl out from the bottom half
of the North Iowa Cedar League’s
West Division, finishing the 2015-16
season 4-18 overall and 0-11 in conference play.
Bailey, who teaches special education at G-R, steps in for Eric Crandall after three seasons with a 24-43
overall record.
“We haven’t had much success
these last three years as far as getting kids out and becoming a better
program K-12,” Bailey said. “I saw
the opportunity to come back and
maybe build it back up.”
So far, the transition for Bailey has
been more noticeable in getting the
girls to adjust to the defensive game,
where Bailey wants to implement
half-court man-to-man defense
with some half-court traps.
The Rebels are young, but have
eight players that played in at least
nine games as freshmen and sophomores, which has helped with Bailey’s transition.
“It’s hard to change those habits but they’re working hard and
picking stuff up fairly quickly,”
Bailey said. “The combination
of youth to changing the system
around with a lack of depth is
something we’re going to have to
try and build up.”
With the graduation of leading
scorer Hayley Weber (14.5 points per
game), Bailey sees generating points
by any means necessary as imperative to early success for the Rebels,
who’s next highest returning scorer
averaged just 7.8 points per game.
“We’re not shooting the ball well
in the halfcourt right now,” Bailey
said, “but the philosophy is that if
we can get 10-12 points off steals
and layups, we’ll be in good shape.
We’re getting the shots we need to
get but it’s just a matter of getting
better as the season goes on.”

The 2016-17 Gladbrook-Reinbeck girls basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Maddie Frischmier, Morgan Kelley, Megan Swanson. Middle
row: Hannah Quackenbush, Lily Ehlers, Kaylah McDoungh, Taylor Gienger, Reagan Skovgard. Back row: Brianna Strohbehn, Madison Deny-Weber, Coach Morgan,
Coach Bailey, Coach Boheman, Haleigh Berendes, Rachel Cooley. (Jake Ryder/MAP photo)
While it can be hard to find a
leader on such a young team, Bailey
pointed to junior Megan Swanson as
an instance of someone leading the
team by example after averaging 4.1
rebounds per game last season.
“She leads by how hard she plays
on the floor and gets after things
with a lot of intensity,” Bailey said.
The Rebels’ home opener was
Nov. 29 against East Marshall after
a 40-33 loss at Ankeny Christian
Academy on Nov. 22. G-R will also

end the season with three consecutive road games after Senior Night
on Jan. 28 against North Tama.
It may not be a one-year
turnaround for G-R, as Bailey
acknowledges that the team is
“behind the gun on everything,”
but the Rebels coach just wants to
see continued improvement as the
season goes on.
“I’m enjoying it a lot,” Bailey said
of returning to the sidelines. “These
are great kids that are doing every-

thing we’re asking them to do and if
that’s what happens all season long,

and we can show improvement, I’ll
be extremely happy and I think the

Daily Specials
BREAKFAST ON SATURDAYS
4:30-10 AM

JT’S CORNER CAFE
428 MAIN ST. REINBECK
319-788-2664

Northey’s Bar and Grill

kids will be happy and we can build
some enthusiasm for basketball.”

GO
TEAM!

Northey’s
Bar and Grill
Specialty and Domestic Beers
Great Food ~Music
426 Main St, Reinbeck
319-788-8110
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Nelson takes over Spartan boys program
By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
GRUNDY CENTER – Joe Nelson
isn’t reinventing the wheel for the
Grundy Center boys basketball team.
The new head coach for the Spartans,
stepping in for Rollie Ackerman after
assisting with the coaching duties since
the 2007-08 season, merely hopes that
he’s putting his players in the best position to succeed together through their
individual roles.
And if all goes well, the Spartans
can build on last season’s 13-11 finish.
“The kids have responded well,”
Nelson said of the transition to the
head coaching position. “There’s
always a bit of struggle with change
but the kids work hard in practice.”
Top scorer Bryce Flater, averaging
12.3 points per game last season,
returns to the floor for the Spartans in
his senior season. Flater also averaged
5.4 rebounds per game as a junior.
Nelson sees Flater as a part of a
solid core of Spartans that will each
have the potential to make big plays
when the time is right.
“Bryce had a really good season
and in his mind he thinks he’s got
another good season in him,” Nelson said, “but we’ve also got 5-6
more guys that can really contribute
as much as he can at any given time.

The 2016-17 Grundy Center boys basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Finn Cleveland, Mitchell Munson,
Chase Boren, Bryce Flater, Jared Krausman, Drew Rathe, Jesper Holke-Farnham, Sawyer Bowen, Jake Bangasser. Back row: Josh
Kuiper, Cameron Steenhoek, Coach Joel Johnson, Coach Joe Nelson, Coach Mark Kuiper, Coach Bob Munson, Tanner Appel,
Braiden Buhrow. Not pictured: Jordan Hook and Sage Klar. (Lifetouch photo)
That’s what gives us a chance and
puts us in a good position.”
Among those playmakers are
Braiden Buhrow, who hit 28-of-75
3-pointer attempts while also snag-

ging five rebounds per game. Jared
Krausman and Chase Boren are also
expected to make increased contributions after playing in all 23 games
last season.

“Everyone’s going to have a role on
the team,” Nelson said, “and whenever each kid knows their role and
perfects their role, we’ll be in good
shape. It doesn’t just take one per-

son. Everybody’s end goal is to end
up in Des Moines and if everyone
masters and perfects their roles, we
will be successful.”
Nelson sees the team as poten-

tially being successful regardless of
the pace of play, and noted that he’s
made sure that the each team member has a way to contribute to the
larger goal of winning games at the
right time.
“We have the capability to run
the floor with our athletes,” Nelson
said, “and if we need to, we’ll slow it
down a bit and do that as well. But I
think with the players we have, we’ll
be able to have an up-tempo style.”
From his time as an assistant, Nelson has also familiarized himself
with the toughness of the NICL,
where Grundy Center will likely
battle with Gladbrook-Reinbeck,
AGWSR and East Marshall in the
top half of the conference.
With plenty of competition to see
in the East Division as well, Grundy
Center will be battle tested very
quickly after its season opener at
Don Bosco on Dec. 1.
“You know in the NICL you have
to battle every night and come prepared,” Nelson said. “I tell the boys
all the time, if you work hard in
practice and put in the time to push
each other and make each other
better, everything else will fall in
accordingly. But you’ve got to put
yourself in position to be successful
and work hard.”

Young Spartans hope to contend again

By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
GRUNDY CENTER – The team
will look a bit different, but the
Grundy Center girls basketball team
remains hopeful that they can continue to compete for another conference championship.
The Spartans return two starters
and four more key role players from
last season’s 22-2 squad that won the
North Iowa Cedar League West Division title with a perfect 12-0 record.
Grundy Center was one game short of
the state tournament with a 40-34 loss
to eventual state semifinalist Okoboji
in a Class 2A regional final.
“With no seniors on the team,
we’re going to be one of the youngest
teams in the conference,” Grundy
Center head coach Matt Lindeman
said. “We’ll have to rely on our athleticism, quickness and defense.”
Hailey Wallis and Brooke Flater
return to the floor after they each
put up a shade over nine points per
game as freshmen Spartans. Wallis
added 2.2 assists and 2.5 steals per
game and Flater contributed 5.9
rebounds per game with 1.6 steals
per contest.
Flater was a second-team all-conference selection last season while Hailey

The 2016-17 Grundy Center girls basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Brianna Heltibridle, Sarah Lindeman,
Reegan Zinkula, Kylie Willis and Hailey Wallis. Middle row: Landry Luhring, Cora Saak, Brooke Flater, Brittany Burroughs, Maddie
McMartin. Back row: Manager Lauren Buhrow, Jessica Ayers, head coach Matt Lindeman, Sydney Mathews and manager Aleasia
Clay. (Lifetouch photo)
Wallis received honorable mention.
Beyond that young duo, sophomore Maddie McMartin (2.8

ppg., 1.3 spg.) and junior Landry
Luhring (1.1 ppg., 1.6 rpg.) will lead
the charge of those who must step

up to fill in for last year’s talented
crew. Sophomore Kylie Willis, at
5-foot-11, will bring some much

needed height to the floor.
Spartans graduate Katie Lindeman, who scored 17.2 points per

game last season, was also one of
the four seniors who were the five
best rebounders on the team in their
final high school season.
In all, Lindeman, Kayla Mathews,
Alyssa Mathews and Jill Itzen’s graduation accounts for a combined 33
points and 16 rebounds per game.”
“We’ll be relying on juniors and
sophomores to mature quickly and
adjust to playing basketball at the
varsity level,” Lindeman said.
Making this task a bit more difficult is Grundy Center’s schedule
to start the season, with three road
games in the first six days of the
schedule and four of the first six
games away from home.
The Spartans’ Dec. 2 meeting at
Class 1A No. 10 AGWSR might
be a good early measuring stick
for Grundy Center’s conference
title hopes, as Lindeman sees the
race coming down to the Cougars, BCLUW, West Marshall and
Grundy Center in the West.
“All those teams lost key players
from last year but also return girls
that made significant contributions
and have a lot of varsity experience,”
Lindeman said. “Any one of those
four teams have a good chance to
win the NICL West.”

Fisher brings enthusiasm as new GRNT coach
By JAKE RYDER
Mid-America Publishing
REINBECK – Scott Fisher feels
his unconventional road to the head
coaching job for Gladbrook-Reinbeck/North Tama (GRNT) wrestling will bring a clear-headed
enthusiasm to the wrestling room
and the classroom.
The industrial shop teacher at
Gladbrook-Reinbeck takes over the
GRNT program this season from
co-coaches Kyle Formanek and Rick
Samuelson.
At the age of 40 and having graduated 12 months ago from the
University of Northern Iowa with
a teaching degree, Fisher said he
feels more prepared than if he had
come into this position as opposed
to someone in their early 20s.
Fisher wrestled in high school at
Grundy Center and wrestled for a
year with UNI out of high school
before leaving college to join the
workforce. He returned in 2012 to
pursue teaching.
“I feel like I’m a better teacher
than a kid coming in at 22 because
I have the life experiences,” Fisher
said, “and I think I’m a better coach
because of that, too. … Everything
I’d ever done in wrestling finally
made sense when I’m coaching,
the little things I didn’t even think
about when I was younger.”
The Rebelhawks, who no longer
have the sharing agreement with
Grundy Center, will have a fairly
balanced starting lineup between
North Tama and G-R for the first

The 2016-17 Gladbrook-Reinbeck/North Tama wrestling team includes the following, front row, from left: Jacob Walters, Slade Wager, Tanner Calderwood, Cael
Kapriva, Jacob Snyder, Noah Skornia. Middle row: Hasan Bilalli, Peyton Willingbring, Cory Isenhower, Chase Morrison, Cael Wyatt, Jace Petersen, Zane Nelsen,
Zack Ambrose. Back row: Conway Feisel, Tyler Morrison, Zade Podhajsky, Will Blakesley, Brodie Moores, Aidan Walters, Izach Henson. (Jake Ryder/MAP photo)
meet of the season.
That’s as much a credit to the
North Tama wrestlers that have
been in the wrestling room from
day one of the preseason as it is
for the G-R wrestlers, who almost
unanimously have been busy with

defending a state football title prior
to getting into wrestling mode.
“We’re pushing aggressiveness and
a hard work ethic and they’re buying
into that system,” Fisher said.
Noah Skornia, Tanner Calderwood and Jacob Walters are three

of the most seasoned returners in
the wrestling room, with Skornia
and Walters both finishing fourth
at last season’s sectional wrestling
tournament.
The Rebelhawks were tested right
away with a Dec. 1 double dual

with Sumner-Fredericksburg and
Dike-New Hartford. The best thing
GRNT can do once they get on the
mat under the lights is focus on
being aggressive, Fisher said.
“We want the guys to be working toward an offense, rather

than wait to see what the other
guy does,” Fisher added. “I don’t
coach kids to sit around and wait.
We need to be making the next
move and working toward scoring
points. That’s how we’re going to
do it here at GRNT.”
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Congratulations...

The 2016-17 North Butler boys basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Zach Breitbach, Kelton Kluiter, Eric Brehmer, Cooper Landers, Colby Wilkerson, Levi Lubben, Nick Heuer,
Tayte Anderson. Back row: Jared Feldman, Brandon Reiher, Chase Eiklenborg, Clay Shultz, Dylan Clipperton, Austin Leohr, Sam Dolan, Kendrick Miller. Not pictured: Rhett Lammers and Kaelan
Nicholson. (Kristi Nixon/MAP photo)

Bearcats look to keep it simple
By KRISTI NIXON
Mid-America Publishing
GREENE – More than a few times,
North Butler boys’ basketball coach
Dave Brown was quick to point out
that his team is extremely young.
As he graduated five of his top six

scorers and four of his top five leading
rebounders, Brown has good reason
to point that out coming off of a 13-8
overall season in 2015-16.
“We’re young, we’ve got a lot to
learn and we’re going to keep it simple this year,” Brown said. “We like
the attitude so far on Day 5. The kids
are working hard, very coachable, so
that’s a positive, but we’re young.”
With only two seniors, one of which
saw any kind of time off of the bench
a year ago, Brown points to his junior
class and the need for them to step up.
“(We have) two seniors: Clay Shultz,
he came off the bench quite a bit for
us last year and then Austin Loehr,
who really hasn’t played too much
over the years, but really hope he’ll be
eligible after Christmas and can step
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in and help us out.
“The junior class, Dylan Clipperton, Sam Dolan, Kendrick Miller,
Jared Feldman and, of course, Tayte
Anderson. We’re going to have to rely
on those juniors. They’ve really got to
step up.”
And the Bearcats will have to do
without Miller for the first part of the
season because of off-season surgery.
“Kendrick can do non-contact
drills,” Brown said, “he’ll be cleared
to play closer to Christmas.
“Other than Kendrick, everyone is
healthy and ready to go. We talked
about that, how you can prepare and
be injured, there is a big difference.
Sometimes if it hurts, you still have
to do your job. But if you are injured,
that’s a different story. We’re not too
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concerned with that, we think the
kids will play through some pain and
what-not.”
Clipperton is the team’s leading
returning scorer at 7.1 points per
game as well as rebounding leader
with 3.2 while Miller was next at 2.6
and Dolan averaged 2.1 boards per
game.
Clipperton also led the team in
assists with 50 and came up with 22
steals. Dolan was right behind with
21 steals.
With the inexperienced lineup,
Brown’s work is cut out with him
because he names at least five teams
who could vie for the Top of Iowa
Conference championship.
“The conference is going to be
tough,” Brown said. “We have West
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players and are athletic.
“Those five teams right there are
tougher than nails. We’ve got our
work cut out for us if we want to
finish in the upper half of the conference, which it’s a goal, to finish in the
top half. But, it’s not going to be easy.”
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Bearcats expect to compete
By KRISTI NIXON
Mid-America Publishing
GREENE – Considering the experience that veteran coach Kevin Clipperton has coming back to his North
Butler girls’ basketball team, he says
there is no reason his squad won’t be
able to compete in the Top of Iowa
Conference.
Three starters return and four of
the top-five scorers from last year
are poised to take the next step for
the Bearcats.
“We return a lot,” Clipperton said.
“We lost two starters in Jenny Rottler
and Haley Landers, it will be hard
shoes to fill, they did a lot of running
the show. We’re asking Morgan Arjes
and Madi Pleas to take over that spot.”
Arjes played in 19 of North Butler’s
21 games while Pleas played in all of
them. Arjes averaged 4.1 points per
game while Pleas was around 2.8
ppg. They each distributed 23 assists
last season.
In the early going, Clipperton has
been happy about the efforts in practice.
“So far this year I’ve been pleased,”
Clipperton said. “The girls have
come in and gotten after it, the attitudes and everything is great. They
are practicing hard. I told our kids
our big things are taking care of the
basketball, our shooting percentage
and turnovers. We’ve got to do a very

good job of those three things.”
The Bearcats finished tied for fourth
in the nine-team Top of Iowa Conference East with Mason City Newman
at 8-8. North Butler was 8-13 overall.
“I told our kids, I said, ‘with what we
have coming back and looking at our
conference and the way we played last
year, there is no reason why we can’t
compete for the top,’” Clipperton
said. “I truly believe that. You know
what? It doesn’t matter what I believe,
our kids have got to believe that, you
know, and prove it.”
Junior Nicole Heeren, a starter and
the team’s leading rebounder as well as
one of the top scorers for North Butler,
is back and ready to continue to show
improvement. Heeren averaged 10.1
points and 5.5 boards per game.
Others who expect to make an
impact are seniors Hallie Testroet
and Makayla Hauser, juniors Darby
Christensen and Marcy Jacobs and
sophomore Emy Osterbuhr.
Eight of North Butler’s losses last
season were by single digits, including
five that were six points or less. Perhaps the one that stung the most was a
62-61 roadie against Newman.
“We were in a lot of close games
last year and free throws hurt us,”
Clipperton said. “That’s why I said
those three things we’ve got to do a
great job of this year if we want to win
those games.”

The 2016-17 North Butler girls basketball team includes the following, front row, from left: Madison Klingenborg, Molly Adelmund,
Hallie Testroet, Makayla Hauser, Madi Pleas, Darby Christensen, Sarah Goodrich. Back row: Emy Osterbuhr, Kristen Dralle, Marcy
Jacobs, Nicole Heeren, Nadia Triechel and Morgan Arjes. (Kristi Nixon/MAP photo)

Three-time state qualifier expected back after injury
By KRISTI NIXON
Mid-America Publishing
GREENE – When three-time state
qualifier and two-time place winner Dalton Nelson of North Butler
suffered a broken ankle during a
makeup football game on Monday,
Oct. 3, it looked like his chances for
a fourth trip to the state wrestling
meet was in jeopardy.
But upon asking Nelson what
his chances were for a return three
weeks later, he was expecting to only
miss the first couple of weeks of this
season.
However, Bearcat coach Gordy
Smith says that aim is more than
likely to be after the holiday break.
“Yeah, that’s optimistic,” Smith
said. “Probably I’m thinking after
Christmas. He’s hoping before
Christmas, the week before, but
we’ll see. We’re not going to push it,
but if it’s okay, it’s okay.”
Besides a return for Nelson, who
led the team in wins (47), falls (34),
nearfalls (33) and takedowns (58),
Smith is high on his other two
seniors and with 11 total wrestlers
back with varsity experience, he has
reason to be optimistic.
“We’ve got two other seniors back,
Owen Landers at heavyweight, and
he’s better and stronger,” Smith said.
“He’s a big kid at 280, so he’s a good
kid. And Trae Ulrich is a senior who
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The 2016-17 North Butler wrestling team includes the following, front row, from left: Leighton Schoville, Trevor Brinkman, Bryce
Trees, Beau Thompson, Teryn Joebgen, Levi Gallmeyer, Brandon Trees. Back row: CJ Neidert, Colton Foster, Owen Landers, Trae
Ulrich, Dalton Nelson, Brett Marshall. Not pictured: Colton Hobson, JC Ulrich and Nate Johannes. (Kristi Nixon/MAP photo)
is back at 182. All three of those guys
have looked good so far.
“Brandon Trees has been pretty
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outstanding the last two years, he
hasn’t really gone far in the post-season, but his overall record is pretty

good and he’ll be down a weight
at 152, so he’ll be pretty good as I
expect him to be.”
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Trees posted 35 wins as a sophomore last year at 160 pounds, 21 of
which were by fall. He was also sec-
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ond on the team behind Nelson in
takedowns with 42.
Smith also likes what he has coming back in the lower weights with a
good group of newcomers to help in
the practice room.
“We have some little guys,” Smith
said, “like Bryce Trees at 106 and
Trevor Brinkman at 113 or 120, that
are back who are pretty solid, too.”
Ulrich and Bryce Trees were tied
as the team’s escape leaders with 21.
If there is one drawback to the
lineup, Smith said it is the lack of
depth in the upper weights.
“We don’t have enough big guys,”
Smith said. “We don’t have a 195- or
220-pounder. Those will be empty.
Nothing I can do about it, I guess.
I think we’ll still be competitive
meet-wise, but we’ll be a better tournament team, with the two-to-four
guys we have who cane place high.”
Top of Iowa Conference contenders Smith pointed to are Osage, Lake
Mills and possibly St. Ansgar.
“Osage, Lake Mills and St. Ansgar
will probably be good, with big football guys,” Smith said. “Hopefully,
we’ll be in the top half. (We need to)
stay healthy and improve every day.”
North Butler opened with a
road triangular against county foe
Clarksville and South Hardin at
Eldora last week and then hosted its
quadrangular on Thursday, Dec. 1.
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