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Why you should BUY LOCAL this Christmas
Give a gift that
you can feel good
about
BY MICHAELA KENDALL
Mid-America Publishing
You hear it all the time: shop
local, shop local, shop local. But
once the holiday season comes
around, many of us are busy
stressing ourselves out trying to
find that perfect gift - and even
though we may have good intentions, we’re all guilty of making
our way to the big box stores to
fill our carts with items just because it’s on someone’s list and
you can find it $2 cheaper there.
The average American spends
$700 a year on Christmas gifts,
and if you’re like me and a lot
of other people, you don’t really
think about where your money
goes after you spend it. But, it’s
amazing what kind of an impact
your money can make when
spent locally. Just think how
that $700 could support your
community in so many ways.
When you spend your money
local, it stays local, and helps to

build the local economy, supply
local wages and benefits, create
local jobs, and to support other
local businesses.
According to statistics from
the Small Business Administration, for each dollar you spend at
a local independent business, 68
cents stays in the local economy
compared to 43 cents at chainowned businesses.
This holiday season, I would
challenge and encourage you
to try to do a bulk of your shopping locally this year, and don’t
worry, I’ll be holding myself to
the same standards, too.
Here in the Grundy-Butler
area, we have so many unique
small businesses, specialty
shops, boutiques, cafes, restaurants, coffee shops and more
where we can find the perfect
gift for each person on our list,
while still feeling good about
where our money is going.
And if you still need some
further prodding, here are a few
more reasons you should shop
locally this holiday season:
1. It’s less stressful to shop
locally. You don’t have to drive
out of town, and battle your
way through crowds of crazed
Christmas shoppers to fight

SIP &

Shop

15% OFF

purchase of $50 or more
211 3rd St, Parkersburg
319-346-8236
www.sisterstyleshop.com

Feel Good!
New Year- Fresh Start
Goals of Taking Karate:
,QFUHDVHȩH[LELOLW\DQGVWUHQJWK6HOIGLVFLSOLQH
6HOIFRQȨGHQFH6HOIGHIHQVH,PSURYHFRRUGLQDWLRQ
/HDUQOHDGHUVKLSDQGVSRUWVPDQVKLSWKURXJKUHVSHFW
DQG'HYHORSPHQWRIPLQGERG\DQGVSLULW

over the last available L.O.L
Surprise Doll. There’s also no
long lines and no losing your car
in the parking lot if you’re like
me.
2. You’ll find unique gifts. If
you shop around local stores,

203 6th Street Unit 1, Parkersburg
ZZZ56.DUDWHRUJ

Where we treat you like family.

Available Now!
Oliver The Ornament
Collection
Ornaments, book sets
and puzzles available

Santa Sawdust’s

workshop is open
year long for all
your remodeling,
pole shed, new
construction &
picture framing
needs!

Merry Christmas from
our yard to yours!
208 North Main St.
Clarksville, Iowa
319-278-4731

Stop in and get yours today!
Order your Fresh Flowers for the Holidays!

Leah’s Gift, Card & Flower Shoppe
HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 10 - 5 | Sat. 10 - 3
217 3rd Street, Parkersburg, IA | 319-346-1465

Give the Gift
that is sure
to please
Give cards
Available

Ì Pre-order your
Christmas platters
Ì Starting at $12
Christmas cookies, mints,
pretzels, cake balls, and
so much more!

Mon- Sat 6 am - 3pm
Sun- closed
Downtown Parkersburg

319-346-8017

Happy Holidays
from Brothers Market

na.
3. You’ll likely get better service. Local business owners
take a lot more ownership and
pride in how their customers are
treated than a manager at a big
box store. Chances are, you al-

c arksville & Totem Pole
Framing
Lumber

Other Locations:
+DPSWRQȍ,RZD)DOOV

you’re bound to find a lot of
unique - even handmade - items
you wouldn’t be able to find at
a big box store. Those unique,
thoughtful gifts are the ones we
remember more than that cheap
toy made by the millions in Chi-

ready know the owners of most
of the local businesses in town,
and they can give you great advice and ideas on unique gifts.
4. You’ll support local entrepreneurs and business owners.
As mentioned earlier, your dollars spent at a local business
supports local people, and the
local community, so you can always feel good about spending
your money with them.
No matter who you have on
your list this Christmas, you
can be sure they’ll appreciate
a thoughtful, local gift just as
much, if not more, than a generic gift selected off the shelves
of a big box store. People love
to see that you put thought into
their gift, and the local business
owners will thank you for it too,
as you do your part to support
the local economy.
If you need a few ideas on
gifts you can find locally, check
out the rest of our Butler-Grundy Holiday Gift Guide, where
you can find a variety of ads
from local businesses just waiting to help you find the perfect
gift!

Full house for the holidays?
We have that extra room your looking for.

GOT
HEAT?

Give us a call at 319-346-9788 or visit us online at
ltinnandsuites.com for our great rates.

706 Highway 57, Parkersburg, IA
ZZZVKRSEURWKHUVPDUNHWQHW
Heating | Geothermal | Air Conditioning | Plumbing | Sewer Cleaning

Doug, Garrett, Lance, and Pat
402 W. Weare | Clarksville, Iowa | 319-278-4493

Let’s Jingle
and Mingle!

A great gift
all year long!

WE OFFER
100% quilters
cottons,
patterns,
threads,
wide backings,
and notions.

Stop by and shop for
your Christmas Sparkle.
 Appliances  TVs  Satellite Systems
 Off Air Antennas

Custom made T-shirt quilts
and professional long arming services.

Prairie Rose Fabrics
109 N Main Street
Clarksville, IA 50619

112 E. Traer | Downtown Greene | 641-823-4455
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. | Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Local and Trusted Hometown Dealer
We service what we sell.

1401 Hwy 57, Parkersburg, IA 50665

(319) 278-4767
HOURS

Wed. - Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sun. 1-5 p.m.
Like us on Facebook

Stop in or Call
503 Coates Street
Parkersburg
319-346-1461

422 North Main Street
Allison
319-267-2731

601 G Avenue
Grundy Center
319-824-6958

101 North Main Street
Clarksville
319-278-4641
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A Rich Christmas Tradition
Clarksville
celebrates the
holidays
BY BETHANY CARSON
Mid-America Publishing
“Have yourself a merry little
Christmas,” is one of American
Idol Maddie Poppe’s latest singles. And in Clarksville, that’s
exactly what her hometown
does.
Every town and every family
has its own special Christmas
traditions, and Clarksville is no
exception.
The season kicks off with the
Tiny Tree Festival at the library,
where over 200 guests each year
enjoy a veritable forest of tiny
Christmas trees, and kids meet
with Santa to give him their
wish lists. Next comes Images
of Christmas, with live scenes
in the windows of the downtown businesses.
Shortly before the holidays,
Santa returns to town with special packages to pass out to kids
at the park, and visits the elderly with special gifts door to
door at the local nursing home
and apartments and stop by
the homes of shut-ins. Carolers
bring the spirit of Christmas to
Clarksville, and on Christmas
Eve, a Christmas tree mysteriously appears in the middle of
Main Street.
In homes around town, delicious dinners are served and
stockings are hung.
Tiny Tree Festival
The Tiny Tree Festival and
Holiday Open House at the
Clarksville library will be Dec.
1 this year with Santa on the
scene from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
started in 2002. It runs in conjunction with the Holiday Open
House.
Over 200 people visit the festival every year, and for at least
the last 13 years, Santa has been
there.
It’s fun to see the many neat
ideas for decorating the tiny
trees. The anywhere from 50 to
80 trees, brought in before the
festival, are different every year
as new people, clubs, businesses, organizations and families
join in the fun.
Over the years some of the
most unique trees were decorated with sea shells, Legos,
pieces from board games, hair
rollers, cartoon characters and

Santa meets with kids at Reading Park.

The Tiny Tree Festival is an annual celebration at the Clarksville Public Library. (Bethany
Carson/Mid-America Publishing photo)

homemade or naments. One
year there was a tree made of
metal horseshoes welded together. Dave Clark created tiny
trees from locally harvested
pheasant feathers several years
ago. Every year there are trees
decorated in honor of the Iowa
Hawkeyes, ISU Cyclones and
UNI Panthers.
“It’s something that families
can do together. It’s for any age,
and it’s always been very popular,” Library Director Kristen
Clark said.
On the day of the festival, kids
play an “I Spy” game to find
different trees and decorations
around the building. And they
give Santa their wish lists.
“It’s magical,” said Santa
Claus (local businessman Kent
Jenison) last year as he greeted
children with Miss Clarksville
by his side.
Some kids told him that all
they wanted for Christmas was
to spend time with family and
friends. Others just asked for
gifts for their family members.
“Christmas should be a happy
time for everyone,” said Santa.
Dolls and remote control cars
were high on the wish list last
year. One thing that surprised
Santa though was the popularity
of Legos. He thought they were
going out, but after his visit to
Clarksville, he re-opened the
Lego workshop full time ahead
of Christmas.
Local ladies read stories to the
kids, and kids enjoyed coloring,
crafts and other activities.

“This is our biggest event of
the year,” said librarian Cindy
Wedeking. “People enjoy Santa and love the trees. It’s neat to
see new ideas every year from
the scouts, 4-H, individuals and
businesses. I always look forward to it.”
Those who can’t make it to the
festival drop in the next week or
two to see the trees on display at
the library.
“It’s something fun to do locally. They don’t have to go out
of town. They can stay Saturday
morning, bring their kids from
9-11 a.m. for stories and crafts,
meet Santa and Miss Clarksville
and get a treat—cookies and
punch upstairs…” Kristen Clark
said. “Clarksville is a small
town so close-knit that everyone
knows everybody. It feels like
it’s one big Christmas.”
Images of Christmas
The day after the Tiny Tree
Festival, it’s time for Images of
Christmas, Dec. 2 from 4 p.m.
to 8 p.m.
Local churches work together
to provide a live nativity on the
corner of S. Main and E. Greene
St. The Main Street businesses
are open, warm and welcoming
with beautiful decorations and
treats for the crowd (hot cocoa,
cider, cookies and more).
There are live activities in
each downtown window. The
local 4-H club will be helping
kids write letters to Santa. Kids
will have opportunities to paint
ornaments. Mr. and Mrs. Claus

will be in town. There will be a
bell choir, and the high school
band will perform. At Pioneer
Park, the Conservation Board
will be making s’mores, and
little elves will be passing out
cookies elsewhere. And there’s
so much more.
“To me, it’s the spirit of
Christmas. It’s such a beautiful time and just kicks it off to
put you in a Christmas mood,”
Dawn Bruhn of the Images of
Christmas committee said.
The tradition started in 1992,
when Lola Clark, Jeanette
Kramer and Jerry and Cheryl
Manning formed the first committee.
“It was spectacular the first
year, new for Clarksville, and
it was a fun night with people
gathered. We had such a crowd
it was hard to walk up and down
Main Street on the sidewalks,”
Lola Clark remembers.
Although the tradition was put
on hold for a few years, it’s back
in force—every other year.
“To me it’s a beautiful time in
town, and people come together to celebrate Christmas…”
Bruhn said. “It’s a peaceful, fun
and awesome evening.”
Santa Claus returns
Just before Christmas, Santa
Claus makes a special trip to
Clarksville to spread Christmas cheer—a trip he’s made for
well over 50 years. He arrives
in a fire truck in Reading Park
on a Saturday morning to greet
children and distribute goodies, courtesy of the Commercial Club, with the help of Miss
Clarksville and Jeff Kolb, San-

ta’s chauffer.
Last year, kids asked for
Legos and trucks, among other
items. Santa was very relieved
when one child asked for a toy
horse, as he was almost out of
stock on real horses. The most
challenging part of his job is
keeping up with all the new
toys kids ask for each year. He
admitted these days sometimes
he doesn’t know what some of
these new toys are until after the
kids request them. And can you
imagine trying to remember
everything? This year he might
have to start taking notes.
The most interesting item ever
requested, he said, was a couple years ago, when a little girl
asked for a credit card. Santa
said it was like if someone were
told one wish would be granted
and wished for five more wishes. He was impressed by her ingenuity.
The next stops for Santa
and his elves were Clarksville
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, Westside Assisted
Living Suites and the Community Retirement Village.
“You made my day, Santa,”
one elderly lady said.
Santa even stopped to chat in
German with another recipient
of Christmas cheer.
A rumor has circulated that
Santa actually goes undercover
during the summer months as
local businessman Habbo Fokkena. But when asked flatly on
various occasions, “Who are
you?” Santa would divulge no
such rumored identity.
“I’m Santa, don’t you recognize me?” was always the reply.
Later, Santa and Kolb continued throughout town to visit
shut-ins and Christmas parties.
Over 300 packages were distributed throughout Clarksville.
“It was a wonderful experience,” said Miss Clarksville
Bethany Negen. “It was great to
see a smile on people’s faces.”

PARKERSBURG
CHIROPRACTIC, P.C.
Dr. Adam L. Hoogestraat
Dr. Jason K. Eller

319-346-2812
A live nativity performs at the nursing home.

Kolb said the tradition has
been in place since he was a boy,
and he and Santa want to see it
continue indefinitely.
“Having the opportunity to
do this,” Santa said, “is the best
Christmas present I could ever
receive.”
Shady Dell Carolers
In the countryside outside of
Clarksville, the little Shady Dell
schoolhouse is a fond memory
for many. In 1978, a group of
neighbors, farmers who were
alumni of that little school
house, started caroling together.
Sandra Lebeck, who organized the group, had recently experienced the loss of her
husband, Dale Edeker. At St.
Mary’s Hospital in Rochester,
carolers comforted them as
they were in crisis at Christmas.
When she returned home, she
wanted to share the sweet comfort of carols with others, and
her neighbors joined in as the
Shady Dell Carolers to bring the
joy of Christmas to others.
Every year, they travelled into
town to carol for their family
members, parents and grandparents. Now they mostly carol
at the nursing home, assisted
living and sometimes the apartments.
They carol as close to Christmas as they can, so the kids are
home from college and can join
in. The group of 15 to 30 neighbors and their families, depending on who can make it home for
the holidays, includes everyone
from the elderly to young parents and children.

CONTINUED > NEXT PAGE

Happy Holidays
from Bruce, Bonnie,
and Rhonda

Sneed
Insurance
Agency
)PNFt"VUPt-JGF
)FBMUIt'BSN
P.O. Box 551, 114 E. Traer
Greene, IA 50436

641-823-4177
Fax:641-823-4178
sneedins@iowatelecom.net

238 3rd Street, Parkersburg
www.parkersburgchiropracticpc.com
&HUWL¿HG,QVXUDQFH&RXQVHORUV

Gift Certificates Available – Makes a great stocking stuffer!

WE’VE MOVED! 408 Highway 57

Troy & Darri Rinnels, Owners
105 N. Main St. P.O. Box 545, Clarksville • 319-278-4514

Enjoy Wilder Park
In Winter !
Camping gift certificates and All Season
Lodge overnight stay certificates available!
Campsites:
$12 per night, or $16 for electric
and water. $20 for full hookups.
$5 discount with purchase of
5 camping certificates.
*Offer expires March 31, 2019

All Season Lodge
and Both Cabins
5th night is FREE with purchase
of 4 nights at the Lodge.
*Offer expires February 28, 2019

The lodge is 46x30 feet and accommodates six adults, with a maximum of 12 people.
Contact City Hall at 319-267-2245 for lodge rates. Park users may enjoy two ice fishing ponds, sledding, and cross country skiing.
Certificates are available at Allison City Hall 319-267-2245.
We accept credit cards.

Check out our Assortment of
lighted LED Pictures
(both in large & small sizes)

Come in to shop our 70% OFF table.
Some wall plaques 20% OFF

PARKERSBURG PHARMACY
226 3rd Street, Parkersburg
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM, Sat. 8:30 - Noon
319.346.1970

Greene, IA ~ 641-823-4161 ~ Brett & Emily Ascher
For over a century, Greene Lumber in Greene
has been serving area homeowners, contractors,
farmers, and businesses with Quality Building
Materials AND Honest, Fair Prices
WITH Excellent Services!
Are you ready to build or remodel?
We can help you every step of the way!
Design, Install and Coordinate your project
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“It’s a lot of fun and camaraderie…” Caroler Ella Severs said.
“The faces of people brighten
up when they see us. … It brings
cheer to shut-ins and those at the
nursing homes.”
They’ve sung just about every
hymn over the years, from “Angels We Have Heard on High”
to “Deck the Halls” and “Jingle
Bells.” The traditional song to
finish with was “We Wish You
a Merry Christmas,” except at
the Severs’ grandparents, where
the special song was, “O Holy
Night.” At most of the homes,
when the carolers visited private
homes, there was a traditional place to stand, and at every
house, the carolers were given
special treats.
“The Severs always made popcorn balls,” Lebeck said.
The best part was the anticipation as people waited for the carolers to come and often joined in
the singing.
Although Lebeck is still involved, her daughter Traci Buchholz and neighbor Ella Severs
take care of most of the organizing. Ella Severs started caroling
when she was five years old.
“We’ve been doing it as long
as I can remember,” Severs said.
The Shady Dell Carolers enjoy
a potluck together afterward.
During the potluck, they visit and catch up on happenings
from the year before.
The carolers have only missed
one Christmas since 1978 due to
bad weather.
“Hopefully it will keep going. As the old folks are getting
older, we’ve seen the next generation taking over and helping
us…” Lebeck said. “We love
sharing the joy of the Christmas
season and seeing the happiness
in the people we sing with and
to.”
Main Street Christmas Tree
Come Ch r ist ma s Eve, a
Christmas tree somehow mysteriously appears at the intersection of Main and Superior in
remembrance of an old tradition.
“Long ago there was a pump in
the middle of intersection where
the stop sign used to set. In later
years, the Christmas tree used
the old well casing for support.
All things that now fall into ‘The
Way it Was!’” Dave Clark said.
A 1934 edition of the Clarksville Star records: Clarksville’s
big Christmas tree has been
placed in the center of the Main
intersection and makes a beautiful sight with its colored lights.
“[In the photo above], the
Christmas tree is plainly visible, located dead-center in the
intersection of Main and Superior, where I remember it appear-

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
GREENE
INSURANCE
SERVICES, INC.
Crop, Farm, Home,
Auto, Health, Life

Santa Claus visits residents at Clarksville Nursing and
Assisted Living. Here he poses with Dorothy Winkey. (Bethany
Carson photo)

ing every Christmas season. I
know it was still being done in
1954 because Lola and I were
living above the Gamble Store
(now Orly’s) and the tree with
all its big colored light bulbs
was seemingly right outside the
window. Whether the tree was
placed there every year from the
time of this picture to at least
1954 I really don’t know, but it
seemed to be there each year
when I was growing up…” Dave
Clark said.
“These trees were usually
cut down from the row of evergreens across the street north of
Lynwood cemetery and hauled
to the center of town and erected. Eventually, possibly due to
highway restrictions, the city
decided to place the tree on the
corner, now the site of the Iowa
State Bank. This may have been
only a one year occurrence, and
I only have a vague memory of it
being there. Ernie Jordan, a city
employee at that time, once told
me how he had cut the tree down
by the gravel pit, (Sportsman’s
Park) had it hauled to Main
Street and set it upright in a hole
that had been previously dug
on the corner. At the end of the
Christmas season, when it was
time to remove it, the ground
was frozen to the extent the tree
could not be pulled out, so Ernie
has to saw it down again. Few
people can claim to have sawed
the same tree down twice. He
didn’t remember what year this
was, but it may have been one
of the last times for a big city
Christmas tree to be enjoyed by
all.”
Although this tradition long
ago ceased to be sanctioned with
an official tree, Clarksville residents won’t let it be forgotten.
Christmas at school
The Clarksville schools always give Christmas concerts,
and last year, the elementary

Gifts for
Everyone!
Many things
under $20

112 South First St.
Box 460,
Greene, IA 50636

641-816-4153
Lucas Wedeking
Misty Osborn

school did random acts of kindness, spreading Christmas cheer
with a wide variety of activities.
They colored placemats for patients at the Waverly hospital,
mailed Christmas cards to hospitalized children around the
world, ordered tumblers filled
with goodies for bus drivers,
wrote notes of appreciation for
staff, placed Merry Christmas
cards or posters on windshields
of cars parked on Main street,
and gave teddy bears and candy
canes to other students.
Student Howie Clark said he
thought the program to show
random acts of kindness was
great.
“It shows us,” Clark said, “that
even the little things we do can
make a big difference.
At Home: Clarksville Family
Traditions
Many thanks to the ladies of
the Clarksville PEO for sharing
these traditions.
The Bubble Light Tree
Clara Hinman’s family Christmas tradition is to light the
70-year-old Bubble Light Tree
that was passed down to her
from her mother Eleanore Stark
and her parents Mable and Theodore Castle.
“We hold our breath wondering if it’s going to light from one
year to the next,” Hinman said.
It was re-wired 30 years ago to
give it a second life.
“My first memory of the tree
is from 1948 when my parents
took me to Chicago on the Land
O’Corn, an Illinois Central
train. We lived in Evansdale
by Waterloo. My grandparents
lived in an apartment in Chicago, and I remember looking
up at the 18-inch high tree lit
and bubbling on a table. I still
remember that first sight of the
tree from the point of view of
my three-year-old self,” Hinman said. “My next memory of
the tree was from the year my
father was injured at work when
I was six, and my mother quietly told me we were not going
to have a tree, and I shouldn’t
act sad. However, she knew the
bubble light tree was in the attic where it was stored while my
grandparents moved to Denver,
Colorado. We did have a tree
for Christmas, and it was just as
special as the first time I saw it.”

A Christmas tree in the middle of Main Street on Christmas Eve has been a tradition in Clarksville
for years. (Submitted photo)

It was many years before she
saw the tree again. By then, she
was a mother, and as she and
her family drove up to the house
where her grandfather lived, she
saw the bubble light tree lit in
his window. After his death, the
family decided she should have
the tree.
When the wiring for the tree
went out, Dale Amunson rewired the tree. Finding bulbs
was a challenge, but another
neighbor, Leona Groen, had a
string of lights with bases that
fit.
“Dale and Leona kept the tree
going. Now my two daughters
and their daughters have had the
joy of watching the tree lights
get warm enough for the bubbles
to slowly start bubbling once
again,” Hinman said.

She is 98, and still in her own
home.”

Lefsa and Lutifisk
Deb Lodge said her Hanson
family tradition for Christmas
night was started many years
ago. Her mom Joyce always
made Lefsa (a traditional soft
Norwegian flatbread) and Lutifisk (fish). Now her sister Lisa
Kelm continues the tradition.
Each year, no matter how it
turns out, everyone always says
it’s the “best we ever had!”

Stories
In Dan and Shirley Clark’s
home, each year they read the
same story as they decorate a
small tree. The narrator in the
story is Santa, and he explains
the religious significance of
each of the ornaments. In the
end, he instructs the listener to
never forget the real reason for
Christmas.

Under the tree
Nancy Amunson’s fondest
memory of Christmas as a child
was going to church on Christmas Eve and then coming home
to presents under the tree from
Santa.
“The packages were never
wrapped, but all six of us kids
knew which ones were ours. We
never got lots of gifts, but we
were happy with what we did
get,” Amunson said. “Christmas
Day was spent going to Grandpa and Grandma’s, who lived in
Allison, and then to Oma and
Opa in Parkersburg on Christmas Day night. One year after
I was married, we traveled on
Christmas Eve and didn’t attend
church, and I said never again
would that happen. We still have
this same tradition, and we are
blessed to be able to still go to
my mom’s on Christmas Day.

The law offices of

Shop our store for
unique, unusual and
one-of-a-kind items.

619 G Ave
Grundy Center, IA 50638
Tuesday-Friday  10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday  10 a.m.-3 p.m.

SHEPARD, GIBSON & LIEVENS
wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

P.O. Box 158, 503 N. Main
Allison, IA 50602-0158
Phone: (319) 267- 2721
Toll-free: (877) 901-9101

P.O. Box 206, 614 11th St.
Aplington, IA 50604-0206
Phone: (319) 347-2931
Toll-free: (888) 701-9101

Proudly serving the Butler County, Iowa area since 1906.

Happy Howl-idays!

Parkersburg Veterinary Service
Russell A. Stickley, D.V.M

319-346-1015
301 3rd Street, Parkersburg, IA

With best wishes
and gratitude
from all of us
to all of you.

Christmas stockings
A long-standing Clark Christmas tradition is hanging a
Christmas stocking for all members of the family. The colorful
stockings are identified with an
individual name on the stocking cuff. This year Dave and
Lola Clark will be placing an
orange in each of the 28 family
stockings (adding the orange
was a tradition started in Lola’s
Ressler family home).
“Traditionally we attend the
church Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. On Christmas Day
evening the family is invited to
gather for a meal and enjoys
finding surprises in the Christmas stockings,” Lola Clark said.

Decorations
Ione Hardy said the very special tradition at the Hardy home
was the tree covered with Coca-a-Cola Christmas decorations from the collectibles of her
husband Chuck.
Oyster Stew
“We always have oyster stew
on Christmas Eve before we
go to the candlelight service at
church,” Cheryl Becker said.
“This started when my husband
worked at Fred’s Super Value in Waverly. We never knew
when he would be home from
work due to last-minute shoppers. I could have the kids fed
and ready for church, and it was
something quick for him to eat
and be ready for church too.”
A special treat
Barb Wygle likes to make a
traditional M&M Pretzel Treat
with Hugs candy for her family. On a cookie sheet, she puts
a Hug candy on a round twister
pretzel, bakes in the 350-degree
oven for two mintes, and then
removes and puts a red or green
M&M on the Hug for a colorful
holiday sweet treat.
In the Kitchen
These favorite holiday recipes
come from the kitchens of the
ladies of the Clarksville PEO.
Molasses or Honey cut-out Cookies

From Ella and Laura Severs
1 egg
1/3 c brown sugar packed (white)
2/3 c molasses (honey)
1/3 c melted shortening
2 ¾ c flour
1 tsp soda
2 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp salt
1 tsp vanilla
1 tsp ginger
Mix first four ingredients thoroughly,
then mix in rest. Chill dough. Roll out
¼-inch. Bake in 375-degree oven for 8-10
min. Frost with a powdered sugar-based
frosting.
Pumpkin Cheesecake
From Shirley Clark
Crust:
1 pkg. Spice cake mix
1/2 c melted margarine
Filling:
3-8oz pkgs. cream cheese
1-16 oz can sweetened condensed milk
1-16 oz can pumpkin puree
4 eggs
1 T. pumpkin pie spice
Topping” 1- 2 1// oz sliced almonds
2 c. cool whip
Combine dry cake mix and melted margarine. Press into bottom of ungreased
9x13 cake pan. Combine cream cheese
and milk. Beat at high speed for 2 minutes. Add pumpkin, eggs and spice. Beat
at high speed for 1 minute. Pour over
crust. Bake at 375 for 65-70 minutes or
until set. Cool. Toast almonds on baking
sheet at 300 for 4-5 minutes or until light
brown. Cool. Spread cool whip on cool
cake. Garnish with almonds. Refrigerate
until ready to serve.
Peanut butter balls
From Shirley Clark
1 c. peanut butter
1 c. powdered sugar
1 c. Rice Krispies
Mix together and shape into balls. Refrigerate/freeze until pretty solid.
Melt in double boiler 1- 12 oz pkg
chocolate chips, 1/3 bar paraffin, 4 small
squares white almond bark. Dip balls in
chocolate.
We usually double this recipe and then
we still run out of these favorites!
Salmon Party Roll
From Janice Metz
1lb. can red salmon ¼ t. salt
1 (8oz.) pkg. cream cheese¼ t. liquid
smoke
1 T. lemon juice ½ c. pecans (chopped)
2 t. onion (grated) 3T. Parsley
2 t. horseradish
Drain and flake salmon. Remove skin
and bones.
Combine salmon, softened cream
cheese, lemon juice, onion, horseradish,
salt and smoke. Mix well. Put in tightly
covered container and chill. Combine nuts
and parsley. Shape cheesemixture in big
ball. Roll in the nut mixture.
Serve with chips or crackers.
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Happy Holidays from
Shari, Tom, Lydia, and Wendy
Main Street Tax & Accounting

Shari L. Wilken, Owner
Enrolled Agent
303 North Main St., PO Box 637, Clarksville
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Spread Holiday Cheer with a

Doc’s Restaurant & Lounge
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Caleb’s trees, wreaths &
garland are here

Available in any increment

Call us today! 319-278-1999
Doc’s Restaurant
& Lounge

221 N Main St., Clarksville
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Cheese Ball
From Janice Metz
1 8oz. package cream cheese
½ c shredded cheddar cheese
2 hard boiled eggs, chopped
¼ c. sweet pickle relish
2 T. chopped onion
¼ t. salt
1/8 t. pepper Mix well. I use the mixer.
Good on crackers or cocktail rye bread.

2 level tsp. baking soda
1 rounded tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. vanilla
4 to 5 cups of flour
Cream sugar and oleo. Add eggs, then
sour cream and mix. Add remaining ingredients. Roll out on floured board and
cut out cookies. Bake at 350 degrees until
lightly browned. Frost as desired. These
cookies stay soft.

Ham Balls
From Janice Metz
2 lbs. ground ham
1 lb. hamburger
1 ½ c. cracker crumbs
2 eggs, beaten
1 c. milk
1/2 c. white vinegar
1 T. mustard
½ c. water
1 ½ c. brown sugar
Mix and form balls (18) in a 9 x 13 inch
pan the ground ham, hamburger, cracker
crumbs, eggs and milk. Mix in a bowl the
white vinegar, mustard, water and brown
sugar until dissolved. Pour over ham balls.
Bake covered 1 hour at 350 degrees and
turn down; bake at 325 degrees for 2
hours.

Cream Wafers (Pariserwafiers)
From Pam Voigts
1 cup soft butter
1/3 cup cream
2 cups sifted flower.
Mix the butter, cream and flour until it
is well blended. Chill for several hours or
overnight. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Take 1/3 of the dough out, and return the
rest of the dough to the refrigerator. Roll
out dough on floured board to 1/8-inch
thick. Cut with one and ½-inch cutter.
Transfer rounds to waxed paper heavily
covered with granulated sugar. Turn each
round so that both sides are coated with
sugar. Place on ungreased cookie sheet.
Prick each with a fork about 4 times. Bake
7 to 9 minutes. Cool on a piece of paper.
Frost one of the rounds and place another
round on top, to make a little sandwich.
The secret of this recipe is to thoroughly
chill the dough or it will be hard to roll out.
Filling: blend 1/4 cup soft butter, 3/4
cup sifted confectioners’ sugar, and 1 tsp.
vanilla. Tint the frosting with different
colors to make look more festive. Enjoy!

Gum Drop Cookies
From Sue Lodge
Cream together: ½ c shortening, 1 c.
brown sugar, 1 c. white sugar
Sift together: 2 c. flour, ¼ t. salt, 1 t.
soda, 1 t. baking powder
Mix separately: 3 eggs beaten, 1 t.
vanilla, ½ c. oatmeal, 1 c. coconut, 1 c.
gumdrops cut up. Add flour & gumdrop

Santa and Miss Clarksville visit with Madeline Sterken during
the Tiny Tree Festival.

mixtures alternately to creamed mixture.
Make into small balls and
bake for
8-10 minutes at 375 degrees.
Pecan Tarts
From Nancy Amunson
Pastry: 1 cups butter or margarine,
2 (30z) Pkgs Cream cheese, 2 ½ c sifted
flour, ½ tsp. salt.
Filling: 1 ½ cups of chopped pecans, 1
cup brown sugar, ½ c. light corn syrup, 2
eggs slightly beaten, 2 tbsp. melted butter, ¼ tsp. Salt ½ tsp. Vanilla.
Soften butter, cream cheese, blend
flour, half at a time and salt. Press in a
2-inch muffin pan. Pour filling into shells.
Bake 350 about 20 minutes.
Granny Lola Clark’s Chocolate Chip
Cookies
1 cup brown sugar

1 cup white sugar
1 cup oil
1 cup vegetable shortening
2 eggs
2 tsp. vanilla
4 to 4 1/4 cups flour
2 tsp. soda
4 tsp. of cream of tartar
Plenty of chocolate chips. Make balls of
dough (you determine size of dough ball,
press ball flat) Bake 350 degrees for 10
minutes.
A handful of cookies to nibble on remains a favorite of family and friends the
whole year round.
Cut-out Sugar Cookies
From Cheryl Becker
2 cups sugar
2 sticks oleo
2 eggs
1 cup sour cream

Merry Christmas
Parkersburg, IA 50665
319-346-1445
luhringmonuments.com
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Wishing you a
joyful Holiday
Season from all of
us at Wix Water
Works!
Robert, Kristen, Susan,
Shane, and Bill

319-267-2053 • wixwaterworks.com
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Parkersburg Hardware and Garden Center
located along Hwy 57
parkersburghardware.com

319-346-2000
1304 Highway 57,
Parkersburg, IA 50665

Let Us Take Pride In What You Value

Merry Christmas
319-346-2062
240 3rd Street, Parkersburg
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56 Years of Continuous Service

Something for everyone
this Holiday Season!

THE MILL
CONVENIENCE STORE

Hwy 14 & Hwy 20
The Mill & Arby’s • 319-824-2728
Godfathers Pizza • 319-824-3702

New from Hallmark …
Holiday 2018

Visit Manly Drug

for great holiday decorating
décor for your home and office.

BUY ONE
GET ONE
50% OFF

of equal or lesser value.
Ends 12/24/18

Thank you and Merry Christmas to all
of our wonderful customers and friends!
Parkersburg, IA 50665

(319) 346-1284

www.campbellmellema.com

319-346-9891 • 612 G Avenue Grundy Center, IA 50638

Celebrate with THE Landmark Bistro
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725 G Ave. Grundy Center, IA
(319)825-4950
Hours: Mon-Sat 11 a.m. - Close
Kitchen open until 9 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Pick the berry best gifts
Saturday, Dec. 1
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Truffle Sampling & Christmas Open House
102 E. Traer Street | Greene, Iowa | 641-816-4040

Black Sheep Coffee Baa
Santa’s Cookie Workshop

Please Join Dralle’s at their

Christmas Open House
Saturday, December 1
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Hot cider and coﬀee!
Pick up your 2019 Dralle’s Calendar
and Register for Door Prizes!
We Appreciate your business!
122 Years of Christmas Shopping at
in Greene.
What a Great Shopping Experience!
Always a Great Gift – Dralle’s Gift Certiﬁcate

115 E Traer Street | Greene, Iowa | 641-816-3102

Smith’s Etc.

Wine tasting and sponsoring
the coloring contest

Little House Quilting
Drawing for a child’s bicycle

223 N. Main Street | Greene, Iowa | 641-425-3358
Manly Drugstore

Friends Studio Boutique

Perfecstays, “A LandmanayrkamB ount!

119 Traer Street | Greene, Iowa | 641-816-5534

625 G Avenue • 319-824-5446 • Like us on

Janome Sewing
Machines sold here.
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Darbe & Co. Boutique

HOLIDAY
GIFT WRAP

Personalized
customer service

ng for

at our Holiday Open House
Plays a fun rendition of
“Up on the Housetop”

Celebrate the Holiday
season looking your best!
New Arrivals!

Looki

Collegiate and Sports Memorabilia • Gift Cards
Willow Tree • Mugs, Signs and More • Gift Shop
Snacks and Food

Stockin g
Stuffers!

From classy to contemporary

If You Have Questions
We Have the Answers

Truax Insurance, Inc.
Complete Auto Care

Unique Women’s Clothing, Apparel,
and Jewelery Sizes S - 3X

122 East Traer Street in Downtown Greene
641-816-4158 • www.drallesiowa.com
Hours: M-F 8-5:30, Sat. 8-2
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A non-shopper’s guide to
surviving holiday shopping
BY ROBERT MAHARRY
Mid-America Publishing
IOWA- Some people—I’m
not going to name names—live,
breathe, eat and sleep for the
last 61 days of any given year.
Their holiday spirit button is
always on, and they’re ready to
shop, decorate, blast Christmas
music and keep the television
permanently on Freeform from
the second the calendar hits November.
Some people aren’t. Finding
the perfect gifts is difficult, expensive and often frustrating,
and wading through the hordes
on Black Friday/whatever they
call Thanksgiving night at 6:00
p.m. isn’t exactly my idea of a
great time.
Still, as I’ve learned over the
past few years with Kellie, there
are ways to survive the rush and
make holiday shopping tolerable and maybe even enjoyable,
whether you do it in November

or the day before Christmas. Below are a few suggestions.
Drink caffeine- Whether
you’re a coffee person, a soda
person or an energy drink connoisseur, you’ve got to have that
rush in one way or another. If
you’re at a mall, I believe it’s
federal law that you’re required
to have a Starbucks within
walking distance at all time, and
if you’re in a small town around
here, there are several great local options for coffees, lattes,
cappuccinos, frappes and other
Italian words I’m probably forgetting.
Walking for hours on end with
frequent stops and questions
about whether or not you like
this sweater can be both mentally and physically exhausting,
so you’re going to want to stay
hydrated and energized. I can’t
stress this one enough.
Have access to the score of
the football game- Nothing
will replace the feeling of laying
on a couch stuffed with turkey

and mashed potatoes watching
the Lions lose for the 37th consecutive year (apologies to any
Detroit fans reading this), but
if you’re out shopping, you’re
at the very least going to want
your phone updates to keep you
posted on the latest touchdowns
and game developments.
For Hawkeye fans, especially,
it’s become especially important as the Nebraska showdown
now falls on Black Friday every
year, and if you can’t get to a
bar or a living room to watch it,
you need to know whether you
should be taunting the guy next
to you in the Big Red hoodie or
running away from him. Football matters, folks.
Look local- Want to avoid
massive lines, long car rides,
general chaos and the reality
that you may be called to testify
as a witness to an assault over a
flat screen TV? Shop where you
live!
It can be tough for small retailers—and small newspapers, for

THESE PRICES ARE

Both Fully Loaded
XLT with 302z Pkgs,
Heated Seats, Remote
Start, 20” Wheels, etc.

TWO 2018 F-150s
REMAINING!

OFF

HURRY!

MSRP

“Your Source for
Ford in Parkersburg”
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Make it an LR Jewelers

Christmas!
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Visit our website,
FIND SANTA and
enter to win!
www.lrjewelers.com

that matter—to compete: Amazon, Wal-Mart and Facebook
rule the world now, and we’re
just living in it. But for the loved
ones who want something special, something from the heart
and something that will help put
food on a neighbor’s table, you
can’t go wrong with any one of
the myriad of small-town shops
in Grundy and Butler Counties.
Most of us will likely end up
doing some of our shopping
through the big box stores—it’s
unavoidable. But think about
your friends on Main Street too,
and give them a chance. You’d
be surprised at what you can
find.
Take a lunch break- Here’s
another great way to fuel up,
support local businesses and
restore some semblance of
sanity during one of the most
insane periods of the year.
There’s something for everyone
in Grundy and Butler Counties—no matter what kind of
grub you’re hungry for—and
you may find yourself needing
a drink, too.
I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention that most restaurants have
televisions, and televisions in
Iowa are going to be tuned to
the Hawkeye game. It’s a winwin.
Listen to your shopping
partner- All humor aside, this
is the most serious advice I can
give. Regardless of your own
feelings, finding good gifts,
spending time together and enjoying the season are important.
It doesn’t have to be horrendously stressful, and it doesn’t
have to break the bank.
I’m still learning how to listen every day. Sometimes, I’m
not particularly good at hiding
my disinterest, but I’m trying—
though, if you ask Kellie, the
jury still may be out on that.
When your shopping partner
asks what you think of a toy, a
shirt or a fishing pole, don’t get
caught staring at your phone refreshing it for the latest scoring
update. That can wait for the
checkout line.

Marshmallow Caramel Treats
From Pam Voigts
14 oz. bag of caramels
1 can Eagle Brand sweeten condensed
milk
1 stick of oleo
36-40 large marshmallows and 7 cups
of Rice Krispies.
Melt caramels, sweeten condensed
milk, and oleo in a double boiler. When it
is completely melted, dip the marshmallows into the melted mixture, completely
covering the marshmallows. Then roll in
a bowl of Rice Krispies. Place on a cookie
sheet covered with wax paper. Freeze and
place in a container to store. I keep them
frozen until ready to eat. I suggest you
place the marshmallow on a stick (like
roasting marshmallows over a camp fire),
so you don’t burn your hands on the hot
caramel mixture.
This cookie has to be made every year
because Grandma Luella started this tradition. I now am glad to continue with the
family’s top cookie choice.
Jeanette’s Kramer’s Cookies
1 stick of oleo
2 cups powdered sugar
3 cups of coconut.
Mix with a mixer. Shape dough into
balls. They freeze well.
Melting Moments
From Clara Hinman
1 cup of butter or margarine ¾ cup
cornstarch
½ tsp. vanilla
½ cup of powdered sugar
1 cup of flour.
Soften butter or margarine until very
soft. Mix in all other ingredients. Drop
by teaspoons on a un-greased cookie
sheet. Bake in moderate oven until delicately brown. Let them set for 1 minute

at Grundy Center’s Brothers Market

Meat &
Cheese
tr ays

Fruit
Baskets
Meat
Bundles

Wine and Beverage Department • Weekly Specials

In Store Master Jeweler and Master
W
Watchmaker with 47 years experience
323 Main Street, Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Fuel
up
with
us!

1400 G Ave., Grundy Center • Phone: 319-824-3849 • www.shopbrothersmarket.net

Came Early!
2019 Ram 1500 Laramie Crew Cab
Burgundy, 4x4, Wheel to Wheel
Side Steps, Front/Rear
Splash Guards
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Larry, Connie, & Drew Rasmussen
LRJewelers@gmail.com
www.lrjewelers.com | 319-266-1705

“No matter what our family decides to
have for our Christmas dinner together and that is set at a time when everyone
is available; not on Christmas Day - we
have Coffee Ice Cream Punch! Years ago I
got the recipe from a friend and we have
made it and shared it ever since! We even
make several batches as with there being
19 of us now and using those cute punch
cups, it isn’t enough for everyone to have
their fill!”- Lucille Leerhoff

CELEBRATE & SHOP
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Coffee/Ice Cream Punch
By Denise Nichols
From Lucille Leerhoff
6 cups water
½ cup chocolate drink mix (such as Nestle’ Quick)
½ cup sugar
¼ cup instant coffee granules
½ gallon chocolate ice cream
½ gallon vanilla ice cream
Boil water, then add chocolate drink
mix, sugar and coffee granules. Store in
refrigerator at least 4 hours or overnight.
(I put the pan in the garage overnight
where it was cold since I used a big pan
and it was sort of slushy when I went to
use it!:)) Thirty minutes before serving,
pour into punch bowl and add ice cream
and smoosh to break up pieces. (Try to be
patient.) Can dollop with Cool Whip and
shaved chocolate. (Just TRY to have only
one cup of this!) (The last drops taste wonderful added to a cup of coffee!)

Shadydell Carolers continue a 40-year tradition in Clarksville.
(Submitted photo)
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before removing them from cookie sheet,
Sprinkle with powdered sugar or frost
with powdered sugar.
This favorite recipe comes from Clara’s
husband Wayne’s mother Hazel. Recipe
was in a Belmond UCC Church as a 100 th
Anniversary Cookbook published in 1966.

2019 Ram 1500 Big Horn Hemi
Silver, 5.7L, Crew Cab, 4x4,
5 Year 60,000 Mile Warranty

With Great Power comes a great deal.
Allison, Iowa

Your Hometown Dealer For 54 Years • www.coopermotorsiowa.com Email: coopermotors@netins.net

Ph. 319-267-2392 • FAX: 319-267-2622
Check our inventory at coopermotorsiowa.com

