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2019 Ram 1500 Laramie Crew Cab
Burgundy, 4x4, Wheel to Wheel

Side Steps, Front/Rear
Splash Guards

2019 Ram 1500 Big Horn Hemi
Silver, 5.7L, Crew Cab, 4x4,
5 Year 60,000 Mile Warranty

Came Early!

Allison, Iowa
Your Hometown Dealer For 54 Years • www.coopermotorsiowa.com Email: coopermotors@netins.net

Ph. 319-267-2392 • FAX: 319-267-2622
Check our inventory at coopermotorsiowa.com

With Great Power comes a great deal.
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•Your Source for 
Ford in ParkersburgŽ

THESE PRICES ARE

TWO 2018 F-150s
REMAINING!

Both Fully Loaded 
XLT with 302z Pkgs, 
Heated Seats, Remote 
Start, 20” Wheels, etc.
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1400 G Ave., Grundy Center € Phone: 319-824-3849 € www.shopbrothersmarket.net

CELEBRATE &  SHOP
at Grundy Center’s Brothers Market

Fuel 
up 

with 
us!

Wine and Beverage Department € Weekly Specials
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A non-shopper’s guide to 
surviving holiday shopping

BY ROBERT MAHARRY
Mid-America Publishing

IOWA- Some people—I’m 
not going to name names—live, 
breathe, eat and sleep for the 
last 61 days of any given year. 
Their holiday spirit button is 
always on, and they’re ready to 
shop, decorate, blast Christmas 
music and keep the television 
permanently on Freeform from 
the second the calendar hits No-
vember. 

Some people aren’t. Finding 
the perfect gifts is difficult, ex-
pensive and often frustrating, 
and wading through the hordes 
on Black Friday/whatever they 
call Thanksgiving night at 6:00 
p.m. isn’t exactly my idea of a 
great time. 

Still, as I’ve learned over the 
past few years with Kellie, there 
are ways to survive the rush and 
make holiday shopping tolera-
ble and maybe even enjoyable, 
whether you do it in November 

or the day before Christmas. Be-
low are a few suggestions. 

Drink caffeine- Whether 
you’re a coffee person, a soda 
person or an energy drink con-
noisseur, you’ve got to have that 
rush in one way or another. If 
you’re at a mall, I believe it’s 
federal law that you’re required 
to have a Starbucks within 
walking distance at all time, and 
if you’re in a small town around 
here, there are several great lo-
cal options for coffees, lattes, 
cappuccinos, frappes and other 
Italian words I’m probably for-
getting. 

Walking for hours on end with 
frequent stops and questions 
about whether or not you like 
this sweater can be both men-
tally and physically exhausting, 
so you’re going to want to stay 
hydrated and energized. I can’t 
stress this one enough. 

Have access to the score of 
the football game- Nothing 
will replace the feeling of laying 
on a couch stuffed with turkey 

and mashed potatoes watching 
the Lions lose for the 37th con-
secutive year (apologies to any 
Detroit fans reading this), but 
if you’re out shopping, you’re 
at the very least going to want 
your phone updates to keep you 
posted on the latest touchdowns 
and game developments. 

For Hawkeye fans, especially, 
it’s become especially import-
ant as the Nebraska showdown 
now falls on Black Friday every 
year, and if you can’t get to a 
bar or a living room to watch it, 
you need to know whether you 
should be taunting the guy next 
to you in the Big Red hoodie or 
running away from him. Foot-
ball matters, folks. 

Look local- Want to avoid 
massive lines, long car rides, 
general chaos and the reality 
that you may be called to testify 
as a witness to an assault over a 
flat screen TV? Shop where you 
live! 

It can be tough for small retail-
ers—and small newspapers, for 

that matter—to compete: Am-
azon, Wal-Mart and Facebook 
rule the world now, and we’re 
just living in it. But for the loved 
ones who want something spe-
cial, something from the heart 
and something that will help put 
food on a neighbor’s table, you 
can’t go wrong with any one of 
the myriad of small-town shops 
in Grundy and Butler Counties. 

Most of us will likely end up 
doing some of our shopping 
through the big box stores—it’s 
unavoidable. But think about 
your friends on Main Street too, 
and give them a chance. You’d 
be surprised at what you can 
find. 

Take a lunch break- Here’s 
another great way to fuel up, 
support local businesses and 
restore some semblance of 
sanity during one of the most 
insane periods of the year. 
There’s something for everyone 
in Grundy and Butler Coun-
ties—no matter what kind of 
grub you’re hungry for—and 
you may find yourself needing 
a drink, too. 

I’d be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion that most restaurants have 
televisions, and televisions in 
Iowa are going to be tuned to 
the Hawkeye game. It’s a win-
win. 

Listen to your shopping 
partner- All humor aside, this 
is the most serious advice I can 
give. Regardless of your own 
feelings, f inding good gifts, 
spending time together and en-
joying the season are important. 
It doesn’t have to be horren-
dously stressful, and it doesn’t 
have to break the bank. 

I’m still learning how to lis-
ten every day. Sometimes, I’m 
not particularly good at hiding 
my disinterest, but I’m trying—
though, if you ask Kellie, the 
jury still may be out on that. 

When your shopping partner 
asks what you think of a toy, a 
shirt or a fishing pole, don’t get 
caught staring at your phone re-
freshing it for the latest scoring 
update. That can wait for the 
checkout line.  

Marshmallow Caramel Treats
From Pam Voigts
14 oz. bag of caramels
1 can Eagle Brand sweeten condensed 

milk  
 1 stick of oleo                   
36-40 large marshmallows and 7 cups 

of Rice Krispies.
Melt caramels, sweeten condensed 

milk, and oleo in a double boiler.  When it 
is completely melted, dip the marshmal-
lows into the melted mixture, completely 
covering the marshmallows.  Then roll in 
a bowl of Rice Krispies.  Place on a cookie 
sheet covered with wax paper.  Freeze and 
place in a container to store.  I keep them 
frozen until ready to eat.   I suggest you 
place the marshmallow on a stick (like 
roasting marshmallows over a camp fire), 
so you don•t burn your hands on the hot 
caramel mixture.

This cookie has to be made every year 
because Grandma Luella started this tra-
dition. I now am glad to continue with the 
family•s top cookie choice.

Jeanette•s Kramer•s Cookies
1 stick of oleo   
2 cups powdered sugar
3 cups of coconut.  
Mix with a mixer. Shape dough into 

balls.  They freeze well.

Melting Moments
From Clara Hinman
1 cup of butter or margarine ¾ cup 

cornstarch
½ tsp. vanilla
½ cup of powdered sugar
1 cup of flour.   
Soften butter or margarine until very 

soft. Mix in all other ingredients. Drop 
by teaspoons on a        un-greased cookie 
sheet. Bake in moderate oven until del-
icately brown. Let them set for 1 minute 

before removing them from cookie sheet, 
Sprinkle with powdered sugar or frost 
with powdered sugar.

This favorite recipe comes from Clara•s 
husband Wayne•s mother Hazel. Recipe 
was in a Belmond  UCC Church as a 100th

Anniversary Cookbook published in 1966.

Coffee/Ice Cream Punch
By Denise Nichols
 From Lucille Leerhoff
6 cups water
½ cup chocolate drink mix (such as Nes-

tle• Quick) 
½ cup sugar 
¼ cup instant coffee granules 
½ gallon chocolate ice cream 
½ gallon vanilla ice cream 
Boil water, then add chocolate drink 

mix, sugar and coffee granules. Store in 
refrigerator at least 4 hours or overnight. 
(I put the pan in the garage overnight 
where it was cold since I used a big pan 
and it was sort of slushy when I went to 
use it!:)) Thirty minutes before serving, 
pour into punch bowl and add ice cream 
and smoosh to break up pieces. (Try to be 
patient.) Can dollop with Cool Whip and 
shaved chocolate. (Just TRY to have only 
one cup of this!) (The last drops taste won-
derful added to a cup of coffee!)

•No matter  what our family decides to 
have for our Christmas dinner together - 
and that is set at a time when everyone 
is available; not on Christmas Day - we 
have Coffee Ice Cream Punch! Years ago I 
got the recipe from a friend and we have 
made it and shared it ever  since! We even 
make several batches as with there being 
19 of us now and using those cute punch 
cups, it isn•t enough for everyone to have 
their fill!Ž- Lucille Leerhoff

Shadydell Carolers continue a 40-year tradition in Clarksville. 
(Submitted photo)
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Visit our website, 
FIND SANTA  and 

enter to win!
www.lrjewelers.com
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Make it an 
Christmas!
LR  Jewelers  
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Larry, Connie, & Drew Rasmussen
LRJewelers@gmail.com

www.lrjewelers.com | 319-266-1705

In Store Master Jeweler and Master 
Watchmaker with 47 years experience
323 Main Street, Cedar Falls, IA 50613
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